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RESOLUTION 
 

1. We, members of the Working Group on Environment (WGE) from the six countries of the 

Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS), namely, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the People’s Republic 

of China (PRC), Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR), the Republic of the Union of 

Myanmar, the Kingdom of Thailand, and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, met in Bangkok, 

Thailand on 23 June 2015 for the 21st Annual Meeting of WGE (WGE-AM21). 

 

2. We acknowledge the progress made by the Core Environment Program (CEP) in the past 

year: mobilizing broad-based partnerships on key environmental challenges in the GMS, 

expanding the regional knowledge hub on environment, and contributing to key policy and 

institutional development outcomes. Substantial effort has been dedicated to preparing for the 

4th GMS Environment Ministers’ Meeting (EMM4) hosted by Myanmar on 29 January 2015. We 

congratulate the WGE for successfully bringing together and garnering high-level consensus 

and support from key environment stakeholders for the mainstreaming of environmental issues 

into development planning. We take forward the Environment Ministers’ guidance on the 

importance of investing in the subregion’s natural capital/resources as well as its physical, 

human, and social capital, and support the implementation of the GMS Regional Investment 

Framework (RIF) Implementation Plan to achieve inclusive and sustainable development in the 

GMS. 

 

3. We recognize the ADB’s effort in conducting a comprehensive Midterm Review (MTR) 

process for CEP that has highlighted the CEP as potentially “highly relevant” and likely to be 

sustainable as a program that is uniquely positioned to support regional cooperation for 

improved environmental sustainability. Though certain deficiencies and systematic weaknesses 

have been identified, the MTR emphasized significant opportunities for improving quality and 

influence to ensure that intended outputs and outcomes will be delivered by the Program. Key 

recommendations from the MTR shall be implemented, including reprioritization and refocusing 

of CEP activities, stronger operational linkages with country and RIF investments, strengthening 
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of the governance role of the WGE and the national/provincial support units (NSUs/PSUs), and 

their capacities for environmental management and policy support. 

 

4. We reaffirm the need for greater in-country presence and coordination and encourage the 

Environment Operations Center (EOC) to proceed with the strategic directions from the MTR 

recommendations, focusing on the core business of the CEP and realigning its work plan 

accordingly. We appreciate EOC’s efforts in strengthening the capacity of the NSUs and urge 

closer working with them to align CEP activities with national priorities. We request the ADB to 

provide stronger input for improved management and performance of EOC as suggested by the 

MTR. 

 

5. We welcome the formulation of a development strategy for EOC to help define its future and 

outline key actions, including priorities for capacity building, for consideration in designing CEP 

Phase III. It is timely and opportune to review the development of EOC and the NSUs to date, in 

respect of their roles to service the WGE and deliver the CEP, and apply lessons learned to the 

future governance of WGE and operations of EOC. We urge the ADB to facilitate the realization 

of the strategy that will emerge from the consensus-building process. 

 

6. We look forward to the exchange of knowledge at the third knowledge event jointly organized 

by WGE with the Working Group on Agriculture, which will provide opportunities to identify 

common ground and explore synergies to strengthen regional cooperation and multi-sectoral 

partnerships particularly with respect to agriculture and environment. Such an event aligns with 

commitments made at EMM4 to work across other sectors to ensure that environmental 

considerations are addressed in development planning and investment decision making.  

 

7. We note enhanced opportunities for CEP engagement with the GMS Economic Cooperation 

Program arising from the recently concluded 7th GMS Economic Corridors Forum on 11 June in 

Kunming, PRC. These focus on introducing innovative analytical approaches to achieve 

integrated sound spatial and sector planning, and advisory support on the design and 

maintenance of related databases and knowledge portals. Both areas are identified by the MTR 

as priority areas of the Program’s core strength.   

 

8.  We extend our sincerest gratitude to the Governments of Finland and Sweden, the Nordic 

Development Fund, the Global Environment Facility, the PRC Regional Cooperation and 

Poverty Reduction Fund, and the ADB for their continued support to the CEP.  We, members of 
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the WGE from six GMS countries, are aware that the agreement with the Government of 

Finland will end in December 2015. We fully appreciate Finland’s effort in moving forward the 

MTR recommendations. We look forward to identifying new opportunities for partnerships in the 

future. We are also grateful to the development partners’ participation and efforts to explore 

opportunities for collaboration.  

 

9. Finally, we thank the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand for hosting WGE-AM21 and 

the EOC for organizing the events.  
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