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Project Biodiversity Corridor Initiative (phase 2) 

Consutation Workshop on Conservation of Transboundary Biodiversity and 

MOU signing ceremony between Cao Bang DONRE and Guangxi Department of 

Environmental Protection 

 

SPEECH OF CAO BANG PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE LEADER 

 

(Cao Bang, 12 May 2015) 

 

- Your Excellency Mr. Bui Cach Tuyen, Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and 

Environment. 

- Honorable representatives of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Guangxi 

Department of Environmental Protection, China PRC and delegates attending to the 

workshop, 

 

Today , Cao Bang province are honored to coordinate with the Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Environment holding the consultation workshop and MOU signing 

ceremony on transboundary biodiversity conservation between the Cao Bang 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DONRE) and the Department of 

environmental Protection of the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, China PRC.  

On behalf of Cao Bang provincial leaders, I warmly welcome you to attend the 

workshop. I wish you health, happiness; wish the workshop a great success. 

- Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests! 

Environmental protection in general and conservation of biodiversity in particular have 

important implications for the national and global sustainable development. 

Cao Bang is a mountainous, border province; sharing the North and North-east border 

with Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, China PRC. With total natural area of 

over 6,700 km2, with 8 ethnic minorities living together, Cao Bang province has great 

potential for tourism (both natural and cultural) with the ranked historical and cultural 

relics such as Special national historic relic Pac Bo, Ha Quang district; Special 

national historic relic - Forest Tran Hung Dao, Nguyen Binh district; Ban Gioc scenic 

waterfall, Trung Khanh district, etc; along with other historical and cultural 
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monuments and the border gate and pair markets pair and open road with China ..., all 

provides potential and favorable conditions for Cao Bang to develop an agro-forestry, 

commercial and tourism services economy. In recent years, along with the innovation 

and development of the country, Cao Bang has gradually effectively exploit these 

potential advantages for socio-economic development. 

During the development progress, along with efforts in economic development, 

receiving directions, guidance and supports from ministries and central agencies, Cao 

Bang has always focused on the environmental protection, aiming at green growth - 

sustainable development. The institutional system of environmental management has 

been strengthened from provincial to grassroots level; several departments have 

officers specialized on environment; system of legal documents on environmental 

protection have been completed and integrated with financial instruments.  Cao Bang 

has also developed and issued the programs and plannings determining the tasks, 

solutions and identify the prioritized projects address urgent environmental problems 

by 2020. 

To implement the Law on Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Law, Cao Bang 

has regularly strenthend the management of environmental protection in the province. 

In 2014, Cao Bang has approved the provincial Planning of Biodiversity Conservation 

until 2020 and orientations towards 2030. 

Cao Vit gibbon (in Trung Khanh district, Cao Bang) has been listed in the Red Book 

and needed to be preserved. With supports from the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environment (MONRE), the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the project 

Biodiversity Corridor Initiative (BCI) was implemented from 2009-2012. The project 

has achieved many important results, initially changed community perceptions of the 

role and responsibility in the protection and conservation of Cao Vit Gibbon. Besides, 

the Community Development Fund (CDF) has been established, increasing financial 

resources for the local community in accessing to loans for agricultural production, 

forestry and other livelihoods  in a sustainable way and minimizing the adverse 

impacts on the Habitat Conservation Area of Cao Vit gibbon. 

This workshhop held in Cao Bang represents the interest of ADB, MONRE and the 

Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in the biodiversity conservation corridor in Cao 

Bang province. This is an opportunity for the government and local ethnics 
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reconsidering and reviewing our responsibilities in the project implementation so far as 

well as the tasks in the coming period for successful implementation of the BCI project. 

- Honorable delegates and guests! 

At this workshop, Cao Bang province would like to propose: 

1. We will review and evaluate the missions, goals and results of biodiversity 

conservation so far and thereupon, identify the directions for planning and solutions 

for better, more comprehensive and sustainable results in the future. Biodiversity 

conservation must be ensured while promoting incentives for local people on 

economic development of the people ... 

2. MONRE Vietnam and ADB maintain supports and facilitations for the biodiversity 

conservation activities in Cao Bang (e.g.: policies, mechanisms, laws, cooperation 

mechanisms, coordination, resources ... ) . 

3. The Memorandum of Understanding between the Cao Bang DONRE and the 

Department of Environmental Protection of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, 

China PRC being signed today will be the legal basis expressing the highconsensus 

and commitment of the related parties in bringing efforts for strengthening 

transboundary biodiversity conservation between Cao Bang, Vietnam and Guangxi 

Zhuang Autonomous Region, China PRC. 

Cao Bang province expects that the Environmental Protection Department of Guangxi 

Zhuang Autonomous Region, China PRC and the Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources of Cao Bang province will effectively bring the MOU into effect. 

We also look forward to the close and effective cooperation of the Guangxi Zhuang 

Autonomous Region for the conservation of transboundary biodiversity between Cao 

Bang and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, to achieve the planed results and 

contribute to deepen the comprehensive strategic partnership between the two 

countries Vietnam - China 

Finally , on behalf of the leaders of the People's Committee of Cao Bang province , 

once again I would like to thank the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment , 

the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Environment Operations Centers for the 

interest and supports to deploy and implement the Project on Biodiverstiy Corridor 

Initiative in Cao Bang .  

Wish all of you, distinguished guests, good health , happiness and success . 

Thank you very much. 


