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Turning values into sustainable land 

management 

A number of tools exist for valuing and 

quantifying the impacts of land use 

change which can support/inform: 

 Setting taxes or user fees 

 Green natural accounts 

 Evaluation of policies or investments 

 Present arguments for decision makers 

on optimal and sustainable land uses. 

 Establishing economic incentives for 

land user that compensate land 

stewardships 

 

 



Incentives and market based mechanisms 

– encourage companies, 

communities and other private 

land users to adopt and invest in 

sustainable land use; & 

– enable private land users to cover 

the cost of adopting sustainable 

practices 

 

 

There are a range of incentives and 

market-based mechanisms that can: 



 Land users (stewards and sellers of ecosystem 

services) receive compensation (direct 

monetary payment, technical assistance or 

preferential market access) for managing the 

land sustainably from those who benefit 

(buyers of ecosystem services).  

Why and how does it work? 



Framework: 14 incentive and market based mechanisms 

Type Mechanisms 

1. Public payment 

scheme 

A. Permanent conservation easements 

B. Contract farmland set-asides 

C. Co finance investments  

D. Payment for proven investments in SLM 

E. Subsidies 

F. Tax, tax breaks, environmental fees 

2. Open trading under 

regulatory cap or floor 

G. Conservation banks 

H. Tradable development rights 

 I.  Trading of emission reductions  

3. Self organized private 

deals 

J. Purchase of development rights 

K. Direct payments for ecosystem services 

L. Conservation concessions 

4. Eco-labeling of 

products and services  

M. Marketing labels 

N. Certification schemes 



 

factor weight table 



Review of IMBMs in Cambodia  

 GM-UNCCD  has conducted a review of IMBM 
schemes in Cambodia 

 17 past and on-going IMBM schemes 

 3 are conceptual and not implemented 

 10 are Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) 

 6 are REDD 

 1 product labelling scheme 



	

IMBMs in Cambodia 



 

 

 

Grandis Timber teak plantation & Forest 

Stewardship Council® label 

 Strong community relations 

 FSC label for sustainably produced timber 

 Costs: 

 Reduced production (20% set aside for biodiversity and land 

restoration) 

 Initial accreditation (US$ 50k) + annual audit (US$  30k) 

 Benefits: 

 No price premium, but access to bigger markets 

 Investor demand - the FSC label has attracted finance that 

would otherwise not be accessible 

 

 10,000 ha Economic Land Concession 

 Degraded land (previously clear cut) 

 Land restoration and biodiversity area 



The Payment for Forest Environmental 

Services Programme (PFES) in Viet Nam 

Two-fold objective: 

1. To protect and restore degrading or threatened 

forests; and  

2. Provide livelihood opportunities for poor 

communities in remote areas who are amongst 

the premiere remaining pockets of sustained 

poverty in Viet Nam. 

3. The ADB with the support of the OSLO consortium 

and the Global Mechanism is assisting Quang Nam 

Province to pilot the scaling up of PFES to cover the 

whole province 

 

 



Conclusion 
Use of IMBMs has so far remained at a relatively small scale in the 
Mekong region, but there is an increasing interest and 
involvement 

Assess what mechanisms are most applicable in a certain context 
and for a specific problem. 

Risks/challenges 

 May require reliant donor support and willingness by 
governments to put in place legislations and institutions  

 May in some cases have high transaction costs 

 Limited demand for some ecosystem services 

Benefits 

 Allow small scale land users to benefit from their protection of 
natural resources and can lead to social benefits and livelihood 

 Allow active participation from communities, private sector, 
government 

 Raise awareness about the value of ecosystem services and the 
protection of land 
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