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His Excellency Yin Kimsean, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
On behalf of the Asian Development Bank, I am delighted be given this 
opportunity to provide opening remarks for the Greater Mekong Subregion 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Knowledge Sharing Forum. And I would 
like to thank the Government of Cambodia and the GMS Environment Operations 
Center for hosting and organizing this important event. 
 
It is greatly encouraging to see so many government policy makers from the six 
GMS countries together with leading SEA experts from the subregion and 
beyond. 
 
Over the past few decades, SEA has emerged as a leading approach to ensure that 
the environmental, social, and economic implications of development policies, 
plans, and programs, are understood and balanced appropriately. 
 
More specifically, some of the major benefits of SEA include: 
 

 Safeguarding environmental assets for sustainable poverty reduction and 
development. 
 

 Building public engagement in decision making. 
 

 Preventing costly mistakes by alerting decision makers to potentially 
unsustainable development options at an early stage. 
 

 Simplifying the requirements for environmental impact assessments of 
projects thereby speeding up their implementation. 
 

 Facilitating transboundary cooperation around shared environment 
resources and contributing to conflict prevention. 

 
Quite simply, SEA is a framework to help achieve green growth, and ultimately 
sustainable development.  
 
More than 70 countries worldwide are now applying SEA. In the GMS, early 
adopting countries such as the People’s Republic of China and Viet Nam are 
effectively applying SEA to ensure environmentally and socially sustainable 
development.  Other GMS countries are starting to put in place legislation, 



guidelines and methodologies. These efforts have long been supported by ADB, 
such as through the Core Environment Program, as well as through bilateral 
programs from other development agencies.  
 
Stemming from this support, many SEAs have been piloted in the GMS, focusing 
on planning processes for energy, land-use, tourism, and transport.  
 
Some of these SEAs have delivered tangible results, while all have contributed to 
strengthening country awareness and capacity. The SEA experience in the GMS is 
varied and rich, and it is timely to take stock of SEA progress so that we can 
better tailor future efforts and resources to support its further mainstreaming. 
 
Towards this, the workshop over the next two days will draw upon your 
combined expertise and experience to assess and review the following: 
 

 The extent to which SEA has been institutionalized as a planning 
framework within governments. 

 To what degree SEA has contributed to national and sector planning 
processes, and contributed to more sustainable policies and investments.  

 The challenges and opportunities for increasing the effective use of SEA in 
the GMS. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, without further ado, I wish you fruitful discussions and I 
would now like to invite His Excellency Yin Kimsean, Secretary of State of the 
Ministry of Environment to provide remarks from the host country, Cambodia. 
 
END. 
 
 


