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Mr. Jan Hansen, Mr. Sanath Ranawana, HE. Sao Sopheap, excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, and National and International Distinguished 
Guests!  

 
Today, it is a great honour and pleasure for me to meet you all, and attend the 
opening of the Greater Mekong Subregion Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Knowledge Sharing Forum. On behalf of the Royal Government 
of Cambodia, I would like to warmly welcome you all to Cambodia, in particular 
to the World Heritage City of Angkor. I appreciate very much for this initiative, 
especially to ADB and EOC in organizing this very important knowledge 
sharing event.  
 
Taking this opportunity, I would like to highlight that the Royal Government of 
Cambodia, under the wise leadership of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei 
Techo HUN SEN the Prime Minister; a win-win solution is an essential principle, 
which has been applied for peace talking, and negotiation process. EIA and 
SEA is very important to provide a win-win solution for development and the 
environment, with public participations. In this regard, he recognises fully the 
EIA and SEA tool is a vital instrument for Cambodia economic growth and local 
livelihood improvement, while the environmental quality is also maintained and 
enhanced.  
 
As all of you may know, EIA and SEA are a great tool to provide information for 
a better planning, and decision making of a development project, plan, program, 
and policy of a jurisdiction for sustainable development. But it is also a learning-
sharing mechanism and/or an opportunity for international cooperation, through 
broad public participations of various stakeholders toward sustainable, green 
and clean development, etc. In particular, SEA is  an exceptional tool to 
proactively avoid and minimize social and environmental impacts, via a 
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selection of a better or the best alternative for sustainable development from 
formulation of plan, program and policy.   
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen!  
     
SEA has been conceptualised in the region for over 10 years, however, it has a 
limited understanding of many stakeholders about the usefulness of this tool, 
as well as its potential, and effectiveness to deliver the environmental 
outcomes. Today’s Forum is very important to learn about the progress, 
challenges as well as the way forward from each jurisdiction in the region and 
international practitioners. This event provides an opportunity to know each 
other, build networks, and upgrade our knowledge on the SEA practices, 
especially seeking an harmonisation and cooperation among GMS countries 
and development partners to address collectively environmental issues in the 
region.  

 
Interestingly, this is one of the biggest regional event on SEA with a broad 
range of participations from the GMS countries, development partners and 
renowned experts in the field. Your presence here today shown that you have a 
strong interest to learn and share SEA with other participants, especially 
supporting in enhancing this tool to be more user-friendly, and effective. Your 
interest becomes a necessary ingredient to promote and adapt the best 
practices of SEA for your respective countries and our region. Personally, I 
strongly believe that this two-day forum will not only be for learning, and 
sharing of SEA practices, but it will provide a new opportunity for strengthening 
the regional cooperation and partnerships in addressing environmental issues 
through SEA instrument.  
 
On behalf of the Ministry of Environment, and myself, I would like to ask the 
international practitioners, the GMS countries, and development partners to be 
hand in hand to promote this important instrument for our regional cooperation, 
sustainable development and prosperity.   
 
Again, I would like to express my sincere thanks to ADB-EOC Team and also 
my colleagues from the Ministry of Environment, who have actively been 
working in organizing this Knowledge Sharing Forum. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen and national 
and international distinguished guests with the 4 Gems of Buddhist Blessings: 
Longevity, Nobility, Health and Strength and May I now declare the official 
opening of this Knowledge Sharing Forum. 

Thank You and Enjoy the beauty of our cultural world heritage! 

    


