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Fourth GMS Environment Ministers’ Meeting 
 

 29 January 2015 
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar 

 

Summary of Proceedings 
 

Introduction 
 
1. The 4th GMS Environment Ministers’ Meeting (EMM4) held in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar on 
27-29 January 2015 was preceded by a series of knowledge events on 27 and 28 January−a 
Biodiversity Landscapes Forum, Natural Capital Business Forum, and Youth Environment 
Meeting on 27 January and a Natural Capital Dialogue on 28 January; EMM4 and the first 
Environment Ministers’ Retreat was held on 29 January. The meetings were organized by the 
GMS Working Group on Environment (WGE) with the support of the GMS Environment 
Operations Center (EOC, Secretariat to the WGE) and the Ministry of Environmental 
Conservation and Forestry (MOECAF). EMM4 was chaired by H. E. U Win Tun, Union Minister 
from the (MOECAF), and co-chaired by Mr. James Nugent, Director General of the Southeast 
Asia Department of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). The meetings brought together senior 
government officials and major environment stakeholders to develop a shared understanding of 
key issues, challenges, and solutions to unlock investments in natural capital within the context 
of the GMS Program and beyond. EMM4 was attended by over 200 participants from the GMS 
countries, development partners, private sector, youth, NGOs, ADB and EOC staff.  The list of 
participants is in Appendix 1.  
 
2. The theme of EMM4 was “Increasing Investments in Natural Capital in the Greater 
Mekong Subregion”. The objective was to take forward the call for a green, inclusive, and 
balanced economy made by Ministers at the Third Environment Ministers’ Meeting in Cambodia 
in 2011, and to operationalize the guidance from the 5th GMS Summit held in December 2014. 
Specifically, EMM4 aimed to garner high-level consensus and support from the GMS countries 
and stakeholders for scaling up efforts to protect and enhance natural capital to achieve 
inclusive and sustainable development in the GMS. The meeting was especially timely, 
occurring shortly after the 5th GMS Summit, when the Leaders of the GMS countries pledged to 
implement the GMS Regional Investment Framework (RIF) Implementation Plan (2014–2018) 
that represents a pipeline of priority subregional projects valued at over $30 billion. The 
program is provided in Appendix 2. 

 

Opening Session 
 
3. In his opening remarks, Myanmar Vice President H. E. Dr. Sai Mouk Kham, emphasized 
the importance of the meeting theme on ‘increasing investment in natural capital. He reminded 
GMS countries that nature’s services should not be considered as ‘free goods’ and urged the 
subregion to coordinate efforts across key sectors to ensure sustainable use of natural capital. 
He reaffirmed that this is one of Myanmar’s national priorities, using the example of Bagan to 
highlight the importance of better environmental stewardship. His speech is attached as 
Appendix 3. 
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4. Mr. James Nugent, ADB, emphasized that GMS countries will need to ensure that new 
economic opportunities, including the RIF, bring win-win outcomes to the region and its people. 
Putting natural capital at the heart of the economic development agenda gives the subregion a 
real opportunity to create economic, environmental, and social “triple wins.” He also highlighted 
that the Core Environment Program (CEP) presents the environment ministries with an 
excellent opportunity to consolidate efforts supporting inclusive and sustainable development in 
the subregion, especially through the RIF. Copy of the statement is in Appendix 4.        
 

Plenary Session 
 
5. H. E. U Win Tun, Union Minister from MOECAF delivered his welcome remarks on 
behalf of the host country. Myanmar fully supports the theme of increasing investments in 
natural capital in the GMS and called for stronger partnerships to achieve this. At the national 
level, the President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar has pledged that Myanmar would 
seek economic development in parallel with environmental conservation. His remarks is 
provided in Appendix 5. 
 
6. Cambodia’s Secretary of State, H. E. Kimsean Yin, recognized the need to urgently and 
increasingly invest in the protection and restoration of valuable natural assets, and mentioned 
that their Rectangular Strategy will be a blueprint to guide efforts to achieve sustainable 
development. In line with this, the Ministry of Environment of Cambodia is currently finalizing its 
new organizational structure and stepping up cooperation with concerned ministries and 
institutions aimed at effectively mainstreaming environmental considerations in development. A 
copy of his speech is in Appendix 6. 

 
7. H. E. Wan Bentai, Vice Minister from the People’s Republic of China (PRC)’s Ministry of 
Environmental Protection emphasized the need for strong legal and policy frameworks for 
environmental protection. PRC also emphasized the importance of south-to-south collaboration 
for finding sustainable development solutions, and the need to develop capacity building 
cooperation projects to resolve core environmental issues confronted by GMS countries and 
promote alternative livelihood. The statement is attached as Appendix 7. 
 
8. Madame Bounkham Vorachit, Vice Minister, Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, acknowledged that maintaining biodiversity 
and responding to climate change challenges is essential to achieve its national socioeconomic 
development goals, including poverty alleviation. Significant progress has taken place in the 
country during the last five years, including the issuance of new legislations and adoption of 
international standards on social and environmental safeguards in relation to large investments 
in the natural resources sector. Going forward, development partners were urged to continue 
supporting the CEP with the view to narrowing the capacity gaps among the GMS countries. 
Her statement is provided in Appendix 8. 
 
9. General Ekachai Chansri, Advisor to the Minister, Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Thailand, emphasized that to mainstream natural capital in sustainable 
development requires enhanced collaboration across sectors and line agencies, and with the 
private sector. Thailand also viewed the RIF as an important tool for resources mobilization, 
and a good opportunity for GMS countries to be aware of the potential impacts of development 
projects on natural resources and environment and carefully implement the projects with 
environment-friendly measures. The ADB is also requested to strongly support GMS countries 
in their efforts to promote investments in natural capital. A copy of his statement is in Appendix 
9. 
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10. H. E. Bui Cach Tuyen, Vice Minister, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, 
Viet Nam, highlighted that their Green Growth Strategy is guiding the country’s transition 
towards a green economy and the statement emphasized the importance of regional 
cooperation for this to be realized. Viet Nam expressed full support for the GMS Economic 
Cooperation Program and its constituent CEP, and appreciation for various initiatives being 
developed and implemented under this program. His remarks is attached as Appendix 10. 

 

Key Messages from the Natural Capital Dialogue 
 
11. The knowledge events held prior to the formal meeting of Ministers provided venues for:  
(i) raising awareness about the value of natural capital within the context of sustainable and 
inclusive development of the subregion; (ii) building consensus on the need to integrate natural 
capital considerations into subregional and national development planning and to scale up 
investments in natural capital; (iii) identifying opportunities and priority actions to increase 
natural capital investments; and (iv) identifying effective and efficient partnerships for cross-
sector and stakeholder coordination and collaboration to increase investments in natural capital 
subregionally and nationally. 
 
12. Three keynote speakers summarized the key messages from the Natural Capital 
Dialogue.  Dr. Hoang Viet Khang, Director General of Viet Nam’s Ministry of Planning and 
Investment, shared country experience in promoting natural capital investments and advised on 
priority actions for the GMS to promote natural capital mainstreaming within the RIF. His 
speech is attached as Appendix 11. 
 
13. Mr. Pavan Sukdev, Founder-CEO of GIST Advisory and is widely known for his work on 
the Green Economic Initiative, noted that natural capital is at the heart of development and 
suggested moving from a ‘do no harm’ approach to a ‘do more good’ approach. He highlighted 
the limitations of the conventional calculation of gross domestic product, in which nature’s 
contribution is hidden but is important especially to the poor. A copy of the presentation is in 
Appendix 12. 

 
14. Mr. Erik Solheim, Chair of the OECD Development Assistance Committee, spoke about 
the strong prospects for growth and progress in the subregion and the lessons from global 
experience of moving to a more sustainable world. He talked about three global principles, 
namely: (i) natural capital belongs to the people; (ii) those who destroy natural capital must pay; 
and (iii) natural capital has value and must be conserved. 

 
 

Statement by Partners 
 

15. The CEP co-financing partners, the Governments of Finland and Sweden and the 
Nordic Development Fund, issued a joint statement read by Mr. Antti Inkinen, Counsellor, Head 
of Development Cooperation-Mekong Region of the Government of Finland. They urged that 
environmental sustainability should cut across all projects under the RIF, regardless of the 
source of financing or developer. They also highlighted the need to look into the long-term 
sustainable institutional arrangements for CEP, with the aim of transitioning from a donor-
financed to a fully country-owned initiative. The joint statement is provided in Appendix 13. 
 
16. The United Nations (UN) System, represented by Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Regional Director 
for Asia and the Pacific, United Nations Environment Programme, pointed out that the post-
2015 development agenda and Sustainable Development Goals provide a unique opportunity 
for GMS countries to bring regional and global attention to the subregion’s environmental 
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challenges and to mobilize further UN support. The UN also encouraged the GMS countries to 
raise priority issues of concern to the subregion at the upcoming first annual meeting of Asia-
Pacific Ministers of Environment. The UN statement is attached as Appendix 14. 

 
17. The statement by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was 
read by Mr. Charles Besancon. CBD noted that the value of ecosystems and biodiversity is a 

central theme of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011 ̶ 2020. In particular, the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets aim to incorporate biodiversity values into national accounting. The full 
statement is in Appendix 15. 

 
18. Mr. Stuart Chapman, WWF Greater Mekong delivered the statement on behalf of other 
development partners. They called for comprehensive assessments of natural capital and 
mainstreaming natural capital values into development planning and projects. They highlighted 
the need for closer coordination between GMS working groups as well as with other regional 
bodies such as the ASEAN. The joint statement by development partners is attached as 
Appendix 16. 
 
19. The knowledge events on day 1 were also given the opportunity to report on the 
outcomes of the meetings. Mr. Saumil Shah, Market Development Director of General Electric, 
represented the business sector. The statement from the Natural Capital Business Forum 
highlighted both the challenges and opportunities facing businesses in the region in regard to 
natural capital management. Opportunities on natural capital specifically related to different 
investment modalities, value chain development, and green freight were presented. Businesses 
called for public actors to support natural capital investment on three levels, (i) via enabling 
conditions (long term); (ii) by sharing risks via participatory public-private-partnerships 
(midterm); and (iii) by putting a natural capital filter on their public procurement and projects 
aiming at small and medium enterprises (short to midterm). The report of the Forum is provided 
in Appendix 17. 
 
20. Dr. Songtam Sukawang, Expert for Forest and Wildlife Conservation, Advisor to 
Department of National Parks, Wildlife, and Plant Conservation, Thailand, reported for the 
Biodiversity Landscapes Forum. The meeting looked at transboundary cooperation for planning 
and managing major GMS biodiversity landscapes, and how to apply RIF investments 
sustainably in these landscapes. In this context, the recent signing of a provincial level 
Memorandum of Understanding between Viet Nam and PRC to jointly manage the Sino-Viet 
Nam Karst Landscape is an important milestone. See Appendix 18 for the full statement. 

 
21. A GMS youth representative, Ms. Nang Lao Swan Ywat Hseng, gave a powerful 
message to highlight their strong commitment to environmental sustainability. Peer to peer 
learning and engagement were emphasized as key approaches, and youth seek more 
opportunities and support to work with government, private sector, and development partners. 
The youth statement is attached as Appendix 19. 
 

Report of the Senior Officials’ Meeting 
 
22. The Chair of the Senior Officials Meeting (SOM), Mr. Hla Maung Thein, reported that the 
events of the preceding 2-days were a “good start’ to forge stronger partnerships to increase 
natural capital investments in the GMS. He also reported that consensus had been achieved on 
the Joint Ministerial Statement (JMS). The JMS encapsulates the environment ministries’ 
common position on the key issues and resolutions that emerged from the discussions during 
the EMM4 preparations. The report of the SOM is in Appendix 20. 
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Presentation and Adoption of the Joint Ministerial Statement 
and the Way Forward  
 
23. To conclude the EMM4, the Chair presented and led the adoption of the Joint 
Ministerial Statement. A copy of the JMS is attached as Appendix 21. 

 
 

 
 
 

******************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

6 

 

Appendices 
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