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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen; 

This morning we have listened to very insightful remarks from the each of the 

GMS countries; we have been addressed by three eminent speakers who 

captured the key messages from the Natural Capital Dialogue held yesterday; 

and we received feedback from the co-financing partners of the GMS Core 

Environment Program.  

We also heard the perspectives of other development partners, including UN 

agencies and the Convention on Biological Diversity. And representatives 

reported back from the Business, Biodiversity Landscapes, Youth, and Senior 

Officials meetings held these past few days.  

Allow me to briefly overview some of the key messages we have heard. 

In his opening remarks, H.E. Vice President, Dr. Sai Muk Khan emphasized the 

importance of the meeting theme on ‘increasing investment in natural capital. He 

reminded us that nature’s services should not be considered as ‘free goods’ and 

he urged us to coordinate efforts across key sectors to ensure sustainable use of 

natural capital, and said that this is one of Myanmar’s national priorities. He used 
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the example of Bagan to highlight the importance of better environmental 

stewardship. 

From the Country Statements, Myanmar fully supports the theme of increasing 

investments in natural capital in the GMS and called for stronger partnerships to 

achieve this.  

Cambodia mentioned that their Rectangular Strategy will guide their efforts to 

achieve sustainable development. 

The People’s Republic of China emphasized the need for strong legal and policy 

frameworks for environmental protection. PRC also emphasized the importance 

of south-to-south collaboration for finding sustainable development solutions. 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic acknowledged that maintaining biodiversity 

and responding to climate change challenges is essential for the country to 

achieve the goals of its national socioeconomic development plan, including 

poverty alleviation. 

Thailand emphasized that to mainstream natural capital in sustainable 

development requires enhanced collaboration across sectors and line agencies, 

and with the private sector.  

Viet Nam highlighted that their Green Growth Strategy is guiding the country’s  

transition towards a green economy and the statement emphasized the 

importance of regional cooperation for this to be realized. 

From our keynote speakers, Dr. Hoang Viet Khang highlighted Viet Nam’s 

experience in promoting natural capital investments and advised on priority 

actions for the GMS to promote natural capital mainstreaming within the Regional 

Investment Framework.  
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Mr Pavan Sukdev noted that natural capital is at the heart of development and he 

suggested moving from a ‘do no harm’ approach to a ‘do more good’ approach.  

He highlighted the limitations of the conventional calculation of GDP, in which 

nature’s contribution is hidden, but is important especially to the poor.  

Mr. Erik Solheim spoke about the incredible growth and progress in the 

Subregion. He talked about three global principles in moving to a more 

sustainable world.  

We then heard from CEP co-financing partners, the Governments of Finland 

and Sweden and the Nordic Development Fund. In their joint statement they 

urged that environmental sustainability should cut across all projects under the 

GMS Regional Investment Framework, regardless of the source of financing or 

developer. They also highlighted the need to look into the long-term sustainable 

institutional arrangements for CEP, with the aim of transitioning from a donor 

financed to fully country owned initiative. 

The United Nations agencies pointed out that the post-2015 development 

agenda and Sustainable Development Goals provide a unique opportunity for 

GMS countries to bring regional and global attention to the subregion’s 

environmental challenges and to mobilize further UN support.  

The Secretariat for the Convention on Biological Diversity noted that the value of 

ecosystems and biodiversity is a central theme of the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011 to 2020. In particular, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets aim to 

incorporate biodiversity values into national accounting.  

WWF issued a statement on behalf of other development partners. They called 

for comprehensive assessments of natural capital and mainstreaming natural 

capital values into development planning and projects. They highlighted the need 
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for closer coordination between GMS working groups as well as with other 

regional bodies such as ASEAN. 

From the EMM4 side meetings, the statement from the Natural Capital 

Business Forum highlighted both the challenges and opportunities facing 

businesses in the region in regard to natural capital management.  

The Biodiversity Landscapes Forum looked at transboundary cooperation for 

planning and managing major GMS biodiversity landscapes, and how to apply 

RIF investments sustainably in these landscapes. In this context the recent 

signing of a provincial level Memorandum of Understanding between Viet Nam 

and PRC to jointly manage the Sino-Viet Nam Karst Landscape is an important 

milestone. 

GMS Youth gave a powerful message to highlight their strong commitment to 

environmental sustainably. Peer to peer learning and engagement were 

emphasized as key approaches, and youth seek more opportunities and support 

to work with government, private sector and development partners. 

The Chair of the Senior Officials Meeting reported that the events of the past 2-

days are a “good start’ to forge stronger partnerships to increase natural capital 

investments in the GMS. He also reported that consensus had been achieved on 

a draft Joint Ministerial Statement. 

And on this note, to conclude this morning’s plenary session, I would now like to 

request the Chair to present and lead the adoption of the EMM4 Joint Ministerial 

Statement. 


