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Introduction 

 

The Biodiversity Landscape Forum examined the status of biodiversity landscapes in GMS—

especially the transboundary landscapes— and explored the challenges and opportunities for 

collaboration in transboundary planning and management. The forum was informed by key 

lessons from other regions around the world. Importantly, the session concluded with a dialogue 

that helped develop an initial list of actions for the key landscapes. 

 

Key messages and actions 

 

 The GMS landscapes represent six important ecoregions that support biodiversity of global 

importance, among which are iconic endangered species like the Asian elephant, tiger, and 

several endemic species like the Siamese Crocodile, Douc’s langurs, Saola, and Mekong 

River giant catfish.  

 GMS transboundary landscapes provide connectivity allowing for faunal movement across 

borders  

 These landscapes and the ecosystems within them generate and sustain important goods 

and services.  

 The session also highlighted the importance of landscapes for livelihoods, including the role 

for community forests and secure land tenure for local communities. 

 Landscapes also protect cultural diversity. 

 The future plans include memoranda of understanding that also encourage trans-boundary 

collaboration for regional prosperity; an example if the recent agreement for transboundary 

collaboration between China and Vietnam in the Sino-Vietnamese landscape for 

transboundary biodiversity conservation cooperation. 

 

Key conclusions and recommendations for biodiversity landscapes 

 

 Education, awareness raising about the importance of biodiversity landscapes, ecosystems, 

goods and services, particularly among key decision makers within governments. 

 Understanding the value of ecosystem services, and how they contribute to and underpin 

development. And how arguments can be made to impact decision-making. 

 Regional cooperation mechanisms for data sharing, monitoring, enforcement are needed. 

 Strategies are needed to address challenges and opportunities associated with the RIF, 

such as, how the RIF can be used to enhance investments that will protect natural capital 

and contribute to human welfare.  

 Government cooperation and the mechanisms and incentives for cooperation across 

borders are needed, as well as approaches for integrating landscape conservation with land 

use for socio-economic development planning. 
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 Establish a dialogue process and provide resources to further consider and develop the 

actions proposed by this meeting. 

 Maintain an on-going dialogue process with key stakeholders to ensure on-going capacity 

building and implementation of landscape plans incorporating natural capital/resources. 

 


