
United Nations System Statement 
The Fourth GMS Environment Ministers’ Meeting (EMM4) is the formal meeting of 

ministers and will be held on 29 January 2015, Nay Pyi Taw 
 
The United Nations system welcomes the role of the GMS and ADB in bringing together 
member states, civil society and development partners in order to collectively reflect 
and take stock of the environmental challenges facing the subregion in moving towards 
a more sustainable development path. As highlighted by the outcome document of the 
Rio + 20 conference, “The Future We Want”, there is a need to further mainstream 
sustainable development at all levels, integrating economic, social and environmental 
aspects and recognizing their interlinkages. Eradication of poverty, inclusive economic 
growth, productive and full employment, freedom, peace, security, respect for all 
human rights and good governance are key factors in this regard. In this statement, the 
UN system would like to highlight some of the global and regional processes that will 
influence the UN’s engagement on environment in the GMS moving forward. 
 
The deliberations of the Post-2015 development agenda and Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) will provide a unique opportunity for the UN system to coordinate 
interventions around the environment, energy, disasters and climate change SDGs and 
thereby potentially strengthen and upscale support to the GMS region. It is critical that 
the environmental challenges identified by the GMS Ministers feed into the broader 
post-2015 development agenda deliberations in the region. The 5th GMS Summit, held 
in Bangkok in December 2014, for instance, highlighted the importance of addressing 
emerging issues including disaster risk reduction in the pursuit of inclusive and 
sustainable development in the GMS.  The UN stands ready to support GMS countries in 
raising the environmental issues of concern to GMS region in relevant regional and 
global forums. 
 
While the SDGs will provide the overarching framework for the UN system’s support to 
the region, collaboration between the United Nations and the GMS will also be guided 
by the broader United Nations and ASEAN cooperation framework. The 6th ASEAN-
United Nations (UN) Summit was held on 12 November 2014 in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 
The Chairman’s Statement raised issues of direct relevance to the GMS in calling for 
increased UN engagement in addressing climate change through, promoting, among 
others, the Poverty and Environment Initiative (PEI), implementing the 10 Year 
Framework of Programme on Sustainable Consumption and Production, and 
implementing multilateral environmental agreements, including the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Convention on Biological Diversity, the 
Montreal Protocol, and the regional seas conventions and action plans. The Summit also 
committed to further strengthen the ASEAN-UN cooperation to ensure effective 
response and management of natural disasters through the implementation of the 2nd 
Phase of the ASEAN-UN Strategic Plan on Disaster Management. 
 



The UN system is engaged at the country level in all GMS countries with support 
provided through the UN Country Teams and UN Development Assistance Frameworks. 
The UN would also like to take this opportunity to highlight the subregional and regional 
knowledge sharing component of its support to member states complementary to the 
GMS mechanism. This is particularly important because there is a wealth of knowledge 
and learning to be shared between member states in terms of policies, strategies and 
plans that have been developed by GMS countries to address the subregion’s 
environmental and disaster resilience challenges, including the land degradation, soil 
deterioration, deforestation, drought, unsustainable land use and mis-management of 
water resources and other issues related to land and environment.   
 
There is value in bring together member states to share information and learn from 
each other through this GMS forum and also the mechanisms and forums convened by 
the UN system including the newly established annual Asia Pacific meeting of 
environment ministers scheduled for 19-20 May in Bangkok, the second Asia-Pacific 
Forum on Sustainable Development to be held on 21-22 May in Bangkok, the ESCAP 
Commission and Environment and Development Committee, and the Ministerial 
Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific to be held in 2016. 
These fora also provide an opportunity to identify specific regional challenges, including 
the differential environmental impacts suffered by the most vulnerable and 
marginalized groups. 
 
Also at the regional level, GMS countries actively take part in various intergovernmental 
policy fora, such as Regional Environmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) Forum in Asia, 
Regional 3R (reduce, reuse, recycle) Forum in Asia and the Pacific, and others. Along 
with the sustainable management of natural resources and ecological assets of GMS, 
sustainable transport, resource efficiency and 3Rs will not only be instrumental to 
achieve a resource efficient and low-carbon GMS, but will also provide useful means 
achieve SDGs in the post-2015 development era.   
 
The UN would like to draw attention in particular to the first annual meeting of Asia 
Pacific Ministers of Environment. This Ministerial meeting will provide a forum to 
influence and implement the decisions of the United Nations Environment Assembly. All 
the member states in the GMS have been consulted as to the establishing of this 
regional meeting of Ministers of Environment and we would encourage the GMS to use 
this regional ministerial forum to raise priority issues of concern to the subregion.   
 
Under the framework provided by the post-2015 development agenda and SDGs, the 
ASEAN-UN Workplan, the regional meeting of Environment Ministers the UN system 
looks forward to an increased engagement with the GMS and GMS member states. 
 
Thank you.  
 
 


