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Honourable Ministers, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Dear Partners,  

We, the Co-financing Partners, acknowledge and are encouraged by the economic growth achieved 

by the GMS countries. The progress is remarkable, but does not come without risk. Undoubtedly, the 

key to making the ongoing development more sustainable and inclusive is through prudent policies 

with long-term objectives and cross-sector considerations. Importantly, this must include tight 

regional cooperation, working together as a community aiming for common goals and shared 

benefits. 

We are convinced that the GMS cooperation is a transboundary initiative apt to foster such sense of 

regional community, enabling more efficient problem-solving of common issues and, furthermore, 

identifying new paths for sustainable growth. The challenges threatening sustainable development 

are often transboundary, but so are also many of the solutions. This is especially true for 

environmental, climate change and poverty concerns. 

As longstanding supporters we firmly believe that ensuring environmental and social excellence is 

the core role of the GMS cooperation. The strategic objective and vision should be to establish the 

GMS as a stamp of quality, synonymous with sustainability and responsible investments, wherein 

human rights are safeguarded and people’s participation ensured.  

The Regional Investment Framework and its Implementation Plan is a perfect entry point for 

sustainability mainstreaming and an opportunity to show concrete results. This is particularly critical 

in the vast majority of the planned investment projects which are not financed or supervised by the 

ADB or other international development actors and their established safeguard systems. No GMS-

classified project, regardless of funding source or developer, should ever have to face criticism 

regarding sustainability concerns. All GMS project should rather strive to be known as leading 

examples of environmentally sustainable projects, beneficial for all people living in the GMS 

countries. The environment should not be the subject of separate "environmental projects”, but a 

foundation and decisive condition for all projects.  

We remain committed to supporting environmental and climate change mainstreaming as well as 

sustainable management of natural capital in the GMS region. However, in the longer term the GMS 

countries themselves should have developed the overall capacity to secure financing and to ensure 

environmentally sustainable development in the region. Therefore, we wish to emphasise the benefit 

and necessity of identifying the most suitable long term role of the GMS, the possibilities for 

institutionalisation and the way to transition this important initiative to full country ownership.  

With the GMS approaching its first quarter of a century, this is a good time and opportunity to 

consider how to take the next step together, guided by the common aim for more environmentally 

sustainable and socially equitable development in the region. Excellencies, we look to you and your 

governments for wise and consistent leadership on this road to success.  
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