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Honourable Environment Ministers of Greater Mekong Subregion Countries, 

Mr. James Nugent, Director General for Southeast Asia Department of the 

Asian Development Bank,   

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 On behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the 

Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, it is a pleasure for me to attend and deliver this 

statement at the fourth GMS Environment Ministers’ Meeting in Nay Pyi Taw, the 

Republic of the Union of Myanmar. The theme of this meeting, Increasing 

investments in natural capital in the Greater Mekong Subregion is very pertinent, 

both for Viet Nam and for the region at large. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Since the inception of economic reforms in 1986, Viet Nam has achieved 

remarkable progress in terms of socio-economic development.  Our GDP has grown 

and poverty levels have dropped at a steady pace. Our people are now enjoying 

better living standards than at any time in the past. The poverty rate in 2014 is 8.2%, 

down 1.6 percentage compared with 2013. For the period of 2008 - 2011, net 

enrolment in primary school was 99.4%; access to an improved water source 

increased from 58% in 1990 to 96% in 2010. Once an underdeveloped country, Viet 

Nam is now a middle-income economy.  

Reflecting on the development process however, it is apparent that Viet 

Nam’s economy remains vulnerable.  This is mainly because of the relatively low 

quality of economic growth marked by low productivity, lack of competitiveness 

and heavy reliance on natural resources. The natural environment in being polluted 
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and natural resource are being depleted and degraded faster than ever before. Viet 

Nam is also highly vulnerable to climate change mainly due to our extensive 

coastline and low lying areas. Therefore Viet Nam faces remarkable obstacles on its 

way to achieving sustainable and inclusive development. 

The Government of Viet Nam is fully aware of these challenges and 

pressures. Therefore it has taken important steps to protect the environment and 

promote sustainable development. The Strategy for Socio-economic Development 

for the period 2011-2020, affirms the viewpoint that sustainability is a precondition 

that underpins the whole process of national development. Specifically we are 

seeking to transform the current growth model by deepening and broadening efforts 

to achieve more harmonious and inclusive development. We are gradually 

transitioning towards green growth that is low-carbon and more efficient in using 

natural resources. The Viet Nam’s Green Growth Strategy (VGGS), approved in 

2012, focuses on reducing the energy intensity of production, controlling greenhouse 

gas emissions, reducing waste and encouraging the sustainable use of the country’s 

natural capital. The Party Resolution to Respond to Climate Change, Environmental 

Protection and Natural Resources Management which was approved by the 11
th
 

Central Committee has further strengthened the national policy framework to 

achieve green growth. The Resolution recognizes that natural resources are 

nationally important and finite capital assets, which require thorough assessment, 

valuation and inclusion in national economic accounting.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We fully support the GMS Economic Cooperation Program and its constituent 

Core Environment Program, and highly appreciate various initiatives being 

developed and implemented under this program. Some examples of the good work 

that is being done under the Core Environment Program include: Measures to 

improve environmental management in economic development plans of various 

sectors through processes such as strategic environmental assessments; measures to 

improve the livelihoods of poor rural people by developing green value chains; 

measures to identify adaptation strategies to deal with vulnerability to climate 

change; measures to reduce carbon emissions by improving efficiency of the freight 

transport sector; and measures to strengthen ecological integrity by promoting 



collaboration for transboundary biodiversity conservation especially through signing 

MOU between Cao Bang, Viet Nam and Guangxi, China. 

We expect the CEP to continue to expand, accelerate, and institutionalize our 

regional cooperation efforts to achieve long term pro-poor development that 

sustainable, resilient to climate change and conserves biodiversity and ecosystem 

services upon which our Subregion’s economy depends.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Viet Nam plays a key role in GMS primarily due to its geographical position 

and economic potential. Sharing the vision of an ecologically rich and poverty free 

Subregion with our neighbouring countries, Viet Nam is committed to maintaining 

the long tradition of cooperation within the GMS. Cooperation between our 

countries is crucial for us to achieve targets of sustainable and inclusive 

development and transition towards a green economy. We realise that our shared 

natural capital produces all the familiar resources we use such as water, minerals, 

oil, trees, fish, soil, and air. They play an important role in reducing poverty and 

promoting sustainable development. However to ensure a better future, we need to 

harmonize economic development with protection and enhancement of our natural 

capital. To do so we need to investment more in natural capital restoration, 

ecosystem management, and maintenance of ecosystem goods and services. We 

encourage the search for new pathways to sustainable development and poverty 

eradication. We commit to continue our efforts in mainstreaming natural capital into 

the sustainable development process. 

  Ladies and gentlemen 

On this occasion, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Republic of 

the Union of Myanmar and especially Ministry of Environmental Conservation and 

Forestry for hosting this important meeting and for the warm hospitality extended to 

all participants.  

I would also like to thank the Asian Development Bank and development 

partners for their support to the GMS countries and I wish to continue receiving your 

valuable support and close cooperation in addressing the GMS challenge of 
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sustaining natural resources, and in successfully implementing the Core 

Environment Programme 2012-2016. 

 I wish the meeting every success in its deliberations, and wish all guests the 

best of health. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

 


