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The 4
th

 GMS Environment Ministerial Meeting 

Nay Pyi Taw, Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

29 January 2015 

 

H.E. Mme. Bounkham VORACHIT 

Vice Minister  

Ministry of the Natural Resources and Environment, Lao PDR 

 

Your Excellencies GMS Environment Ministers, 

Mr. James Nuqent, Director of Southeast Asian Regional Department, 

Asian Development Bank, 

Distinguished Delegates ,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is my great honor and privilege to be among you today at the 4
th
 GMS 

Environment Ministerial Meeting held in the charming Nay Phi Taw City. 

Allow me to take this opportunity to sincerely congratulate the Government of 

the Republic of the Union of Myanmar for hosting this important event and for 

the excellent arrangement made. I would also like to express my heartfelt 

appreciation to the Environment Operation Centre, the Asian Development 

Bank and Development Partners for your endeavor, as well as your technical 

and financial contributions to the effective operation of the GMS Core 

Environment Programme. 

  

Excellencies 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

With over 40 percent of the country covered in forests, rich biodiversity, large 

mineral deposit, and abundant water resources the Lao PDR has a huge 

potential to overcome poverty alleviation challenges.  The economy has 

benefitted from large inflows of foreign direct investment in hydropower, 

mining, agriculture and tourism, as well as from Government policies to open 

up the economy to trade and investment, making the private sector the prime 

driver of economic growth.  It is against this backdrop that the question of 

sustainability of economic growth becomes highly relevant and real.   

 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

While the country is striving to achieve strong and continuous economic 

growth, the government is committed to protecting the environment, ensuring 
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the wise use and effective management of national natural resources, and 

steadily developing the country in an inclusive and sustainable way.  Significant 

progress has taken place during the last five years paving the way for Lao PDR 

to succeed in overcoming its most pressing challenges.  There have been key 

improvements in the country’s natural resources and environmental policies and 

legislation.  Several relevant pieces of legislation have been approved, namely, 

the updated Environmental Protection Law, the revised Minerals Law, the 

updated Electricity Law, the Protection Forest Decree, the National 

Conservation Forest Decree, the Pollution Control Regulation, and others.  And 

we're in the process of finalizing our Natural Resources and Environment 

Vision till the year 2030, Strategy till the Year 2025, and Five Years Plan 2016-

2020.  The revised Water Law is expected to be submitted to our National 

Assembly for approval by June 2015, including the Land Policy. 

 

We have also applied international standards when it comes to social and 

environmental safeguards in relation to large investments, namely in the  natural  

resources sector.  Based on that experience and thanks to the support from the 

international financial institutions: the ADB and the World Bank, Lao PDR has 

been able to get access to these international practices   through the introduction 

of the needed environmental legislation, which will hold domestic and foreign 

investors accountable for environmental impacts and mitigation, and the gradual 

application of the payment for ecological services principle. 

 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I found that the GMS Core Environment Programme has initiated fruitful 

outcomes of the sub region environment management, biodiversity 

conservation, and climate change adaptation.  These activities are in line with 

the current effort of the Government of Lao PDR in realizing its national socio-

economic development plan.  I would like seize this opportunity to kindly 

request our development partners, international organizations and the ADB to 

continue supporting the realization of the GMS Core Environment Programme 

with the view to narrow the capacity gap among the GMS countries in 

implementing the programme.  This will, in turn, ensure the sustainability from 

the implementation of our GMS Regional Investment Framework.   

Finally, I wish the 4
th

 GMS Environment Ministerial Meeting with fruitful 

outcomes. 

 

                                                     Thank you 


