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Opening Speech 

WAN. Bentai, Chief Engineer 

Ministry of Environmental Protection 

CHINA 

 

Mr. Win Tun, Minister of Environmental Conservation and Forestry of 

Myanmar, 

Mr. Nugent, Director General of Southeast Asia Department, Asian 

Development Bank, 

Your Excellency ministers, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Good morning! I am honored to come to the beautiful city of Nay Pyi 

Taw to attend the 4th GMS Environment Ministers’ Meeting, as the full 

representative of the minister of Environmental Protection of China. At 

the outset, on behalf of the Chinese delegation, I would like to extend our 

sincere gratitude to the Asian Development Bank and the Ministry of 

Environmental Conservation and Forestry of Myanmar for the thoughtful 

arrangements.  

 

The six countries along the great Mekong River are bonded by mountains 

and waters, frequent people and cultural exchanges, and complementary 

economies. Boasting the excellent inbuilt conditions for environmental 
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protection cooperation, this sub-region has a broad prospect. Promoting 

good-neighbor tradition, advancing regional economic development and 

people’s livelihood, deepening environmental protection work, have 

always been the main themes of the dialogues and cooperation of the 

sub-region. 

 

In recent years, the Chinese government has put environmental protection 

at a more prominent strategic level, made great efforts to push forward 

the building of ecological civilization, explored proactively a new path 

for environmental protection, and issued a series of new and significant 

policies and decisions, therefore forging important changes and positive 

progress in environmental protection work in terms of both awareness 

and practice. As of 1
st
 January 2015, the newly revised Environmental 

Protection Law of PRC has come into effect. The revised law provides a 

more solid legal basis and institutional guarantee to environmental 

protection and improvement, pollution and hazards prevention and 

control, public health safeguards and ecological civilization construction. 

The Chinese government will continuously intensify its efforts to fight 

against pollution with the treatment of air pollution, water pollution and 

soil pollution as its core business.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  
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China and the GMS countries share the same challenges and 

opportunities brought by regional economic development and green 

transition, which means that our cooperation is the key driver for the 

sustainable development of the region. Chinese president Xi Jinping 

stated that efforts should be made to speed up the opening-up of the 

borders, to advance the fostering of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 

21st Century Maritime Silk Road (the one belt one road concept) so as to 

form a new all-round opening-up structure. Cooperation in the 

environment field, as one of the core areas for the GMS cooperation, will 

be an important component for the sub-region connectivity and China’s 

one belt one road concept. Recent years have witnessed the accelerated 

pace of the building of the economic corridor in the sub-region, and the 

increased passion among both public and private sectors of the GMS 

countries in participating in regional cooperation. With the aim of further 

strengthening GMS environmental cooperation and achieving regional 

green development, I would like to share with you our suggestions here: 

 

Firstly, actively explore solutions to South-South environmental 

cooperation and sustainable development, so as to achieve common 

development of the region. GMS environmental cooperation is a 

productive pilot for developing countries to carry out South-South 

cooperation and to find out solutions to environmental protection and 
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sustainable development. With the respect for the concerns of all the 

countries as the basis, the efforts of active search for the solutions to 

South-South environmental cooperation and sustainable development 

which suit the environment and development status of the sub-region are 

essential to realizing our common development. During this process, 

setting up scientific support via inter-governmental cooperation will play 

a crucial role. With investigating the solutions to GMS sustainable 

development as the objective, and under the GMS environmental 

cooperation mechanism, we should build an environment think-tank 

exchange platform and expert network among the six countries, with a 

view to providing intellectual support to the advancement of the 

South-South environmental cooperation.  

 

Secondly, initiate the use of ecosystem related and biodiversity 

related economics, to promote the combination of natural capital 

development and biodiversity protection corridor construction. GMS 

is one of the areas which has the richest biodiversity in the world, 

countries have done practices and made efforts to promote the 

biodiversity cooperation in GMS. In the meantime, GMS as a whole, is 

still facing very serious situation in ecological conservation, biodiversity 

is exposed to grave threat. The following has become the important areas 

for cooperation in biodiversity: the way in which protection and 
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reinforcement endeavors can be carried out in areas with rich biodiversity 

to address increasingly outstanding hot issues such as ecological safety, 

invasion of alien species, biodiversity and climate change; the work to 

explore economic means to prevent the decreasing trend of biodiversity; 

the use of ecosystem related and biodiversity related economics proposed 

by UNEP to recognize the contribution of natural capital to sustainable 

development, as well as to give due importance to and reflect the value of 

natural capital. As a major “name card” for GMS environmental 

cooperation, the biodiversity protection corridor project, by leveraging 

the natural capital dialogue and cooperation, can once again become a 

core example of policy guidance for decision-makers, local governments 

and the management of private sectors.  

 

Thirdly, focus on the development of capacity building cooperation 

projects which are mostly to resolve core environmental issues and 

alternative livelihood confronted by GMS countries. The essence of 

our environmental policy dialogues is to enable the resolution of 

environmental problems and the improvement of welfare and livelihood. 

The significant consideration of why we participate in the GMS 

environmental cooperation is that it is not only a region with high growth, 

but more of an area with relatively severe poverty and fragile ecosystem. 

In this connection, in 2014, China and ADB donated $500,000 
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earmarking the GMS environmental protection by using the ADB-China 

Poverty Reduction Fund, for “demon project for the cooperation in the 

treatment of rural environment in GMS”. By selecting the demon sites in 

rural areas in GMS and conducting capacity building for solid waste 

treatment and disposal, the project has provided a platform to improve the 

welfare in rural areas in a tangible manner. We also hope to join hands 

with ADB and GMS countries to jointly develop more practical projects 

which aim primarily at improving “environment and livelihood”. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

China and GMS countries are good neighbors and good partners, 

promoting GMS green and inclusive growth as well as alleviating poverty 

is the shared vision of the people of the GMS countries. Looking ahead, 

China stands ready to join hands with all parties to make our due efforts 

for the sustainable development of the region.  

 

Thank you! 

 

  


