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 Excellency Dr. Sai Mouk Kham, Vice President, Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

 Mr. James Nugent, Director-General, Southeast Asia Department of the Asian 
Development Bank 

 Honorable Environment Ministers of the GMS Countries, 

 Distinguished Delegates and Participants,  

 Ladies and Gentlemen!  
 

It is my great honor and pleasures to deliver this statement, on behalf of H.E. Say Samal, 
Minister of Environment of the Kingdome of Cambodia, at the Fourth Greater Mekong 
Subregion Environment Ministers’ Meeting (EMM4) in Nay Pyi Taw, Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar, under the theme of “Increasing Investments in Natural Capital in the Greater 
Mekong Subregion”. 

I would like to take opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the Government of Republic 
of the Union of Myanmar for hosting this EMM4. My appreciation goes also to the GMS 
Working Group on Environment (WGE) and the Asian Development Bank-led Environment 
Operations Centre (EOC) for their hard works in organizing this important event in the 
beautiful Administrative city of Nay Pyi Taw. 
 
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen! 
 
Countries in the GMS have experienced rapid economic growth over the past three decades 
and natural capital have been the main contributor to this remarkable growth. However, it is 
noted that the subregion’s natural capital is in the declining state characterized by land 
degradation and significant losses of forests, wetlands, mangroves, and many species of fauna 
and flora. 
 



Cambodia has experienced significant social and economic development in the last decades. 
Despite this significant progress, similar to other countries in the GMS, Cambodia is facing 
various challenges caused by natural disasters including floods, drought and environmental 
degradation. In Cambodia, for example, the most recent flood in 2013 caused damages of 
more than $350 million or about 10% of the annual national budget. The full damage of 
climate change on our annual GDP is estimated to reach at least 3.5% in 2050 under the 
scenario of a 2oC temperature rise. 
 

Given that natural capital underpins the socioeconomic development; ensures energy, food 
and water; as well as helps maintaining the resilience to natural and human-induced disasters 
in the GMS countries, we need to urgently and increasingly invest in the protection and 
restoration of our valuable natural assets.  
 
Therefore, the theme of the EMM4 is the key tune which guides us, the government and 
people residing in the GMS, to intensify our collaboration and to strengthen our partnerships 
for sustainable management and conservation of our individual and shared natural resources. 
 
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen! 
 
In the fifth mandate of the Royal Government of Cambodia the “Rectangular Strategy-Phase 
III” becomes a clear blueprint to guide the activities of all stakeholders to further pursue and 
strengthen long-term inclusive and sustainable development aimed at promoting economic 
growth, creating jobs, equitable distribution of the fruits of growth, and ensuring 
effectiveness of public institutions and management of resources. The strategy provides the 
framework for the National Strategic Development Plan 2014-2018 in which requires 
reinforcement and broadening the management of natural resources to strike a “balance 
between development and conservation” by focusing on the management and conservation 
of natural resources to ensure sustainable economic growth and to improve livelihoods of 
rural population. 
 

In line with these policies, the Ministry of Environment of Cambodia is currently finalizing its 
new organizational structure and stepping up cooperation with concerned ministries and 
institutions aimed at effectively discharging our role and responsibility in environment 
protection, biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. With the upcoming new 
management structure, the National Council for Sustainable Development, under the 
honorary presidency of Samdach Prime Minister Hun Sen and the chairmanship of the 
Minister of Environment with senior memberships from line ministries, will help 
mainstreaming environmental issues into key sectoral policies to ensure inclusive and 
sustainable development. 
 

Moreover, in order to realize the above-mentioned priorities, the Royal Government of 
Cambodia has given more consideration on environmental sector by increasing necessary 
supports and means for environmental protection and natural resources management. 
Specifically, the Royal Government has earmarked special budget for state land registration 
exercise that includes zoning, demarcation and land titling in our protected areas. 
Additionally, we are also in the process of upgrading and strengthening our rangers’ capacity 
and skills for effective patrolling and law enforcement. The Royal Government has also 
recently approved the establishment of environmental funds for improving the management 
of liquid and solid wastes in the cities throughout the country and this is also in response to 



the need for realizing the concept of "Sustainable Cities". Furthermore, several projects and 
programs concerning the protection and restoration of natural assets are being implemented 
with technical and financial supports from various development partners. For ensuring the 
effectiveness and sustainability of these projects and programs’ activities, an improved 
coordination capacity and mechanism for such assistance has been established and 
operationalized. 
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen!  

Before I conclude the statement, the Royal Government of Cambodia is in principle giving the 
support to the initiatives of the GMS Core Environment Program (CEP) to promote increased 
knowledge and financial investments to protect, maintain, and enhance our natural resource 
assets and to bring the tune of EMM4 to work across sectors including transport, energy, 
urban development, agriculture and tourism to ensure that the sound management of natural 
capital is addressed at all levels of development planning and investment decision-making. 

Taking this opportunity, we also appreciate the supports of development partners, in 
particular the governments of Finland and Sweden, the Nordic Development Fund, the 
People’s Republic of China Regional Cooperation and Poverty Reduction Fund, and the Global 
Environment Facility for co-financing Core Environment Program which is being operated by 
ADB. 

Once again, on behalf of the Minister of Environment and the delegation from Cambodia, I 
would like to express our sincere appreciation to the Government of Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar and its Ministry of Environmental Conservation and Forestry for their warmest 
welcome and hospitality, and to the organizing committee for their great efforts to make this 
important events happened.  

Finally, I am looking forward to seeing a successful deliberation and fruitful results of the 
meeting.  

Thank you for attention. 


