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Your Excellencies, the Ministers, 

Excellency Mr. James Nugent, Director General and Representatives from 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) and Environment Operations Center (EOC), 

Honourable Representatives from Development Partners, 

Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen 

A Very Good Morning! 

1. It is indeed a great honour and pleasure for me to be here in Nay Pyi Taw, 

together with you. On behalf of the Government of the Republic of the 

Union of Myanmar, I would like to take this opportunity to extend my 

sincere appreciations to all of you for your significant presence in this 

very important meeting. I would like to express my tremendous gratitude 

to the Asian Development Bank and the Environment Operations Center 

for their excellent supports rendered to this meeting. 

2. To recall the common themes emerged from all the country statements in 

the third Environment Ministers’ Meeting in 2011, a strong commitment 

to regional collaboration on the environment both amongst member 

countries and amongst development partners, recognition of the 

achievements of the current phase of CEP-BCI and support for the next 

phase, a desire to strive towards a common vision for the economic 

development and environmental management of the GMS including 

green growth, integration of poverty reduction and conservation goals, 

transboundary landscape management, low carbon and climate resilient 

development, and energy sufficiency and efficiency, and a keen focus on 
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developing institutional and technical capacity for environmental 

management were included. 

3. As we all know, natural capital has been a key contributor to the sub-

region’s rapid economic growth over the past three decades or so. 

However the sub-region’s key natural capital stocks are in a state of 

decline. Investments in safeguarding and enhancing the sub-region’s 

natural capital are inadequate.  

4. In this regard, a key challenge to securing natural capital investments has 

been to gain adequate recognition that natural capital assets generate 

economically valuable goods and services. Though nature’s services have 

long been considered as ‘free’ or ‘public’ goods, there is growing 

recognition globally both within the public and private sectors that 

ecosystem services do generate economically valuable goods and 

services. In this sense, greater effort is also needed to target landscapes 

and sectors where development pressures have the biggest impact on 

natural capital. This requires closer collaboration between GMS 

governments and development partners to engage at the required scale 

and within a reasonable timeframe. 

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

5. Indeed, I am confident that the theme of “Increasing Investments in 

Natural Capital in the Greater Mekong Sub-region” is really excellent  to 

scale up our commitments to protect and enhance its natural capital to 

achieve inclusive and sustainable development goals. With this spirit, 

strengthening partnership plays a key platform to foster stronger GMS 

collaboration to increase investments in natural capital. 

6. In this very significant occasion, it is truly a great opportunity for me to 

share experiences of our efforts to achieve sustainable development 

through the integration of environmental consideration into sustainable 

economic development at this august meeting.  

 



3 
 

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

7. Myanmar, the largest country in the main land of Southeast Asia, is rich 

in natural capital in terms of forests, minerals including petroleum, 

natural gas, precious stones and also large hydroelectric power potential. 

At present, Myanmar’s economy is shifting from an agriculture-based 

economy towards greater industrialization and integration with global 

markets for the economic development.  

8. Recognizing the challenges of leading to environmental degradation and 

pollution in this process of transformation, the sustainability of natural 

capital and environmental conservation and management are important to 

integrate into the national planning and implementation of the country's 

economic development.   

9. We realize that, policy, normative and institutional developments together 

with changing environmental trends present challenges that need to be 

addressed in a comprehensive National Environmental Policy and 

Economic Development Framework. 

10. New policies and norms have also been accompanied by institutional 

reforms to strengthen the institutional framework of environmental 

conservation. It is important for policies to be anchored on the economic 

development to make effective environmental governance.  

11.  In the light of ongoing social, economic and environmental 

transformation of Myanmar pertaining to recent developments in the area 

of environmental conservation, the President of the Republic of the Union 

of Myanmar has pledged that Myanmar would seek the economic 

development in parallel with the environmental conservation.  

12. With a view to integrating environmental considerations into national 

development processes, the Environmental Conservation Law and rules 

were enacted in 2012 and 2014, respectively. Furthermore, Myanmar 

Investment Policy with emphasis on national security and  integrity, 
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economic development and environmental sustainability, Law, Rules and 

Notification were promulgated recently. 

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

13. With regard to institutional strengthening after the formation of the new 

Government, apart from the establsihment of the Ministry of 

Environmental Conservation and Forestry, and Environmental 

Conservation Department under MOECAF , the National Environmental 

Conservation Committee with 5 technical central working committees 

have been reformed as a  focal coordinating organization for the 

environment sector while establishing 15 States/Regions/Council 

Environmental Supervision Committees across the country. 

14. With the continuing inspired attitude, these are indicated as prominent 

witness to the international community that the Myanmar Government 

has increased its efforts to mainstream environmental protection into the 

national economic development plan. Despite successful ongoing efforts, 

mainstreaming environmental consideration into cross-sectoral 

development planning is a major challenge due to lack of technology,  

limited capacity and  efficient coordination  mechanism as well as 

insufficient comprehensive regulatory framework. These challenges in 

terms of population pressure, poverty, deforestation, land use conflicts 

and land degradation and climate change are not new to the developing 

countries including Myanmar. 

15. In order to support the green economy initiative, we are trying to 

establish mechanisms at the national level to implement CDM, REDD+ 

and Payment for Environmental Services (PES) with the technical 

assistance from international organizations. 

16. In the light of promoting natural capital investment, we have banned log 

export, rather, have encourged value-added and/or finished products 

while annual extraction quantity has been reduced to below the Annual 
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Allowable Cut (AAC) and commercial private forest plantations have 

been allowed in the place of formerly state-owned plantations to 

encourage private investment.  

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

17. I would like to reiterate that Myanmar, being a developing country, is still 

very much dependent on its natural resources for economic and social 

development, and therefore, we are fully aware that managing natural 

capital and utilizing natural resources sustainably is vital to a green, low 

carbon and resource-efficient economy for the real perpetual 

development. We look forward to having cooperation with our GMS 

member countries and also international organizations. I believe that this 

meeting will provide a significant platform of long-term cooperation 

between GMS countries in enhancing natural capital investment which 

will contribute to our partnership to move towards sustainable 

development in this region.  

18. In conclusion, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all GMS 

colleagues and development partners for your active participation. I 

would also like to reiterate my thanks to the Asian Development Bank 

and Environment Operations Center for their kind cooperation and great 

assistance. 

Thank You! 

 


