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Honorable Vice President Dr. Sai Mouk Kham, 
Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen: 

 

It is my great honor and privilege to be with you at the Fourth Greater Mekong 
Subregion Environment Ministers’ Meeting. On behalf of the Asian Development 
Bank, I would like to convey my appreciation to Excellency, Dr. Sai Mouk Kham, Vice 
President of Republic of the Union of Myanmar and your government for hosting this 
important gathering. I also would like to express my gratitude to Your Excellencies, 
the Heads of Delegations from Cambodia, the People’s Republic of China, Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam for your presence 
and support at this meeting. 
 
Excellencies, Ladies, and Gentlemen. 
 
Just over a month ago at the 5th GMS Summit in Bangkok, country leaders reaffirmed 
the subregion’s commitment to inclusive and sustainable development. They 
emphasized the importance of aligning the GMS vision of greater connectivity, 
competitiveness, and community with national development strategies and to build 
an open economy featuring integrated, innovative, and interconnected development. 
In this context, they recognized that the Regional Investment Framework, or RIF, and 
its Implementation Plan for 2014–2018, provides a crucial opportunity to promote 
inclusive and sustainable development in the subregion. The leaders concluded the 
Summit by stating the importance of stronger partnerships between GMS countries, 
their development partners, the private sector, and other stakeholders to ensure the 
RIF is successfully implemented.  
 
Today’s meeting presents a unique opportunity for environment leaders from the six 
countries to proactively take forward the directives issued at the 5th GMS Summit.  
 
Excellencies,  
 
Some of the largest challenges facing the subregion in the coming decades can be 
directly addressed with the leadership of your ministries working closely with other 
development sectors and partners. With the economies and population of the 
subregion growing, a key challenge facing the GMS in the coming decades is to meet 
increasing demand for food, energy, water and other natural resources while at the 
same time ensuring such resources are readily available for future generations. This 
challenge will only become greater and ever more complex under a changing 
climate. 
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To meet this challenge, the subregion must better understand and value the full 
socioeconomic contribution of its natural assets, and importantly, reflect this in 
economic planning and decision making. The GMS countries, as in other regions of 
the world, have long relied on its natural assets to support economic development. 
This has helped stimulate impressive economic growth, reduce poverty, and make 
progress toward achieving other Millennium Development Goals. But the subregion, 
again as in other regions of the world, has not accounted for the foregone economic 
and social opportunities resulting from losses of ecosystem services and biodiversity. 
In other words, economic growth in the subregion has come at the expense of over-
exploitation of its natural capital.  
 
Excellencies, Ladies, and Gentlemen 
 
As was highlighted during the 5th GMS Summit, the subregion is poised to continue 
developing at an impressive rate. New developments such as Myanmar’s full 
integration into the regional economy, the realization of an ASEAN Economic 
Community, and the maturing of trade and investment relations between ASEAN and 
the People’s Republic of China, present enormous opportunities to further prosperity 
in the GMS countries and beyond.  
 
As a community, the GMS countries will need to ensure that these economic 
opportunities bring win-win outcomes to the region and its people. Putting natural 
capital at the heart of the economic development agenda gives the subregion a real 
opportunity to create economic, environmental, and social “triple wins.”  
 
----- 
Today’s gathering is also special for another reason. 2015 marks the tenth 
anniversary of the GMS Core Environment program, or CEP, a partnership ADB 
supported you in creating to promote synergies between environment and 
development in the subregion. Allow me to briefly recall the history of CEP. 
 
Ten years ago, environment leaders gathered in Shanghai for the First GMS 
Environment Ministers’ Meeting and endorsed CEP as a response to emerging 
environmental concerns and challenges in the subregion. In 2008, the Second EMM 
was held in Vientiane, where the countries acknowledged CEP achievements and 
requested ADB, supported by the GMS Environment Operations Center, to prepare  
a follow-on phase. This second phase of the program was endorsed at the Third 
EMM in Phnom Penh in 2011, and ministers acknowledged the contribution of CEP 
in supporting natural resource management and recognized its potential to support 
the GMS in transitioning to a green economy.  
 
We can look back on this past decade and take pride in the subregion’s 
achievements in strengthening regional environmental cooperaton through CEP. 
Throughout this period, much progress has been made in the GMS on how 
environment is perceived, managed, and invested in, and CEP has contributed 
greatly to this. GMS countries have successfully applied approaches and tools for 
improved environmental management and biodiversity conservation. Many GMS 
countries have put in place new laws and policies, as well as increased public 
budgets to manage environmental assets, and to mitigate negative impacts from 
economic activities. In recent years, CEP has expanded its work portfolio to include 
climate change activities, promoting green livelihood opportunities, and working with 
sectors such as energy and transport on environmental sustainability. This progress 
is commendable. 
 



3 
 

Looking to the future, the strong foundation for regional environmental collaboration 
established through CEP presents the environment ministries with an excellent 
opportunity to consolidate efforts to support inclusive and sustainable development in 
the subregion, especially through the GMS Regional Investment Framework.   
 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
The knowledge events held over the past two days reflect the widespread recognition 
of GMS regional environmental cooperation efforts. That so many representatives 
from government, business, non-government and civil society groups, and youth, are 
here in Nay Pyi Taw, is testament to the level of support for GMS countries to 
achieve inclusive and sustainable growth.  
 
The knowledge events highlighted the importance of recognizing the value of natural 
capital in economic planning and decision making, and the need to capture 
opportunities to increase investments in natural capital. They highlighted the need to 
secure high-level commitment, and to work across sectors through collaborative 
partnerships. 
 
Today, we will hear the key messages and priority actions identified over the past two 
days. We will hear the perspectives of our governments, our development partners, 
business representatives, civil society groups and youth representatives, on both the 
challenges and opportunities for promoting investments in natural capital.  
 
Your Excellencies, we hope that these messages will help you with your future 
undertakings to address and act on the directives set forth by your leaders at the 5th 
GMS Summit.  
 
As I conclude, I am confident that today will mark a critical step in our journey 
towards a GMS that is a poverty-free and ecological-rich community. Your 
Excellencies, with your support we will carry forward the key actions determined 
today to help achieve inclusive and sustainable development in the GMS. 
 
 
Thank you.  
 

 
 


