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 Cambodia has one of the highest levels of forest cover in 

Southeast Asia  

 

Government policies or incentives for forest management are 

urgently needed to secure sustainable use of forest resources 

and improve local livelihoods.  

 

 According to Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries 

forest cover in Cambodia has declined dramatically from 

11.1 million hectares in 2003 to 10.7 million ha in 2006  

1. Background  
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Cambodia consists of different types of forest cover. In 1965, 

Cambodia’s forest cover was calculated at 13.2 million ha 

(73%) of the country’s land area.  

 

 
No Forest Types Area 

Ha % 

1 Evergreen  3,668,902 20.2

0 

2 Semi Evergreen 1,362,638 7.50 

3 Deciduous 4,692,098 25.8

4 

4 Other 1,007,143 5.55 

    Total Forest Land 10,730,781 59.0

9 

5 Non Forest 7,429,893 40.9

1 

    Total Area 18,160,674 100 

Forest Cover Statistic 2006 Forest Cover Map 2006 



 

 The Ministry of Environment (MoE)  manage 23 areas. 

 

 Covering an area of 3,327,200 ha (33,272 km2).  

 - 7 National Parks,  

 - 10 Wildlife Sanctuaries,  

 - 3 Protected Landscapes and 

 - 3 Multiple-Use Areas 

 

 

 

 

 

Protected Areas in Cambodia  
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 Cambodia is a developing nation with high levels of 

forest destruction and degradation associated with a long 

period of civil war and its aftermath  

 

 PFES is a new mechanism to promote forest conservation 

that is increasingly being used in Cambodia.  

 

Some PES programmes have been piloted in recent years 

in Cambodia. However, there is a need for better 

understanding of the requirements for successful PES 

implementation.  

 

 

 

 

2. Implementation of PES in Cambodia   
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In Cambodia, there are three types of PES-Like ranging 

from: 

  1. Community Based ecotourism,  

 2. Agri-environment Payments,  

 3. Bird-nest Protection Programs.  

 

Two pilot REDD projects are being implemented in Oddar 

Meanchey province and Mondulkiri province 

 

A feasibility study of REDD+ in the Central Cardamom 

Mountains.  
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 The Chambok area is located on the outskirts of the 

Kirirom National Park about 110 kilometers west of Phnom 

Penh Capital  

 

 Chambok Commune administers nine villages with a total 

population of 546 families  

 

 Around 94% of the populations are involved in forest 

resource extraction activities, including firewood and 

charcoal trading and collection of bamboo shoots, 

mushrooms, traditional medicine, and rattan.  

 

 

 

 

3. Case study of PFES in Chambok area  
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PFES may be considered as the potential solution to overcome 

this problem and provide additional incomes to villagers  

 

Chambok area is appeared to be potential area for piloting 

program of PFES in Cambodia.  
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1. The protected area of 1,260 hectare of forestland inside 

Chambok area can secure forest resources from illegal 

logging or invades from powerful outsiders.  

 

2. The land uses of CF in Chambok area can potentially 

provide a variety of ES ranging from the regulation of 

hydrological flows, bird watching, waterfall beauty, and 

carbon sequestration potential from bamboo  

 

 Bird watching and waterfall beauty have considered 

as the most attractive ES to attract visitors to Chambok 

area.  
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Potential Factors for PFES in Chambok 

   



 

3. The villagers are paid for providing forest conservation 

services if and only if they comply with the commonly-

agreed conditions stipulated in contracts of the regulation 

on land-use plans, non-hunting and non-forest logging.  
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 The unsustainable harvesting of forest products is leading to 

the rapid degradation of the forest resources both inside and 

outside the national park.  

 

The main challenges are generating additional incomes to 

support their livelihood  

 

The knowledge and understanding on forest management of 

villagers are remained poor.  

 

 

Challenges in Chambok Area   
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The Successes: 

The factors contributing to successes include local organization 

 

Low administrative costs 

 

 Transparency of benefit-sharing to service providers 

 

 Active participation of villagers in complying with the program 

regulations.  

4. The failures and successes of PES-Like in Cambodia 
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The Failures: 

•The villagers would prefer direct benefits in short time to 

support their daily consumption  

 

• Inequity in benefit-sharing 

 

•Lack of capacity to monitor participants and carry out 

measures for non- compliance 

 

•Poor quality of services, Lack of communication skills and 

Lack of fund 
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 The Government of Cambodia  and NGO should enhance 

the capacity of management committees to effectively 

develop and implement the PES/PFES rules and regulations. 

 

Management committees should conduct continuous 

monitoring and evaluation to check the current status of 

projects and note any changes in existing resources. 

 

 Existing stakeholders should enhance the awareness of 

downstream and upstream villages about PFES mechanisms 

in order to ensure more sustainable provision of services.  

Policy recommendation  
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Many thanks 


