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Closing remarks by U Nay Aye, Director General, Environmental 

Conservation Department, Ministry of Environmental 

Conservation  and Forestry, at the closing ceremony of the 

Workshop on “Environmental Safeguards Knowledge Sharing” 

co-organized by the MOECAF and ADB GMS-EOC at the   

Myat Taw Win Hotel on the 30
th

 of November 2012 

 

 

Dignitaries from ADB, GMS-EOC, UNEP, JICA, IGES and Experts 

Participants from Ministries, City Development Committee, Civil 

Societies and NGOs, 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Good afternoon! 

It is indeed my pleasure for me to have this great opportunity to address the 

closing remarks at the workshop of “Environmental Safeguards Knowledge 

Sharing” which has been convened for two days. I would like to take this 

opportunity to acknowledge the valuable contributions made by the 

representatives of ADB, GMS-EOC, UNEP, JICA, IGES and respective experts 

as well as all the participants with diverse knowledge and expertise.  

I am specially and deeply indebted to the ADB and GMS-EOC which 

made this prestigious event happen. I am so proud to note that the workshop on 

‘Environmental Safeguards Knowledge Sharing’ is the first occasion of its kind 

in Myanmar.  

This event actually reveals our enthusiasm and commitments in setting the 

context, and knowledge-sharing on best practice and developing a roadmap for 
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country safeguards strengthening in Myanmar. Today, natural resources are 

being depleted at an alarming rate all over the world. Every country is doing to 

its greatest effort in order to boost its economic growth with the expense of use 

of natural resources and environment, most commonly in the developing world. 

As the consequences, air pollution, global warming and climate change, which 

again produced the severe natural disasters, have occurred in many parts of the 

world with varying degrees. 

Myanmar has long recognized that natural resources, including wildlife, are 

country’s valuable assets which should be conserved and used sustainably. At 

this point, I would like to say that ‘environmental conservation’ is not 

something new to our country. Since Myanmar King’s dynasty, it has been 

practised, and the respect and care for nature is an ingrained habit of Myanmar 

people.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Strengthening Myanmar’s legal framework and implementation capacity in 

environmental and social impact assessment has been identified as a high 

priority. While MOECAF has previously received assistance from the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in preparing the Environmental 

Conservation Law (ECL), expanded Community of Practitioners (CoP) 

engagement is needed to enhance country’s capacity to address environmental 

and social safeguards. This workshop has been the most appropriate stepping 

stone to shape our desired goal which will lead to the firm establishment of the 

Country Safeguard Systems (CSS) eventually. I am so delighted to be informed 

that the workshop has been provided an opportunity for sharing of regional 

experiences in diagnosis and strengthening of CSS, application of 

environmental and social safeguards, and establishment of monitoring and 

compliance networks. 
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As noted from the lessons learned in some developing member countries, 

the legal frameworks have been well established, but implementation remains 

weak due to inadequate institutional capacity, financial shortfalls, and/or lack of 

meaningful public participation and transparency. In others, legal frameworks 

are inadequate and require significant improvement. As an emphasis among its 

many important elements, the Safeguard Policy Statement (SPS) has laid the 

objective that goes well beyond the benefits of increasing the use of CSS to 

satisfy the environmental and social safeguard requirements of donor-supported 

projects and programs.  

As far as I am concerned, the strengthened CSS will enhance developing 

member countries’ ownership and benefit all projects regardless of source of 

funding, including those undertaken by a developing member country without 

any international development agencies’ support or supervision.  

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Our country may have the second-mover advantage by learning not only 

from what other neighbours in the regions have done correctly and failed to do 

but also from best practices globally. I do hope that all the participants have 

contributed tremendous energies to, and achieved magnificent synergies from 

this workshop.  

I look forward to increased interactions with the neighbour countries and 

regional partners in order to come to a better understanding of their policies and 

priorities, and to have systematic cooperation with and through them. 

I would like to thank all the resource persons and participants for their 

invaluable contributions. I wish you a pleasant stay and memorable experiences 

in your remaining time in Nay Pyi Taw and Myanmar. 

Thank you! 


