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Sustainable development in Asia through mutual interaction 

between human rights, democracy, gender equality, environment 

and climate change 

 Enhanced regional collaboration to strengthen resilience to mutual environmental 

and climate problems and natural disasters 

 Improved regional collaboration and sustainable use of transboundary natural 

resources 

 Strengthened capacity of regional actors to promote greater accountability and 

increase democratic space 
 Strengthened capacity of regional actors to promote human rights and gender 

equality 

Contribute to strengthening the ability of regional actors to deal with 

transboundary challenges and opportunities in the areas of human rights, 

democracy and gender equality, and environment and climate change in a 

mutually reinforcing way 
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Present cooperation partners 
 

 
• Intergovernmental: MRC, RECOFTC, IUCN, SEAFDEC, ICIMOD 

 

• Multilaterals: ADB, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCAP, FAO, UNODC. 

 

• NGO/Institute: SEI, Oxfam,  EEPSEA, SANDEE, MEKARN, 

EarthRights, APWLD, RWI, APF, Forum Asia, Asia Human Rights 

Commission, Mahidol University. 

 

• Swedish Authorities: Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 

Management, Swedish Chemicals Agency, Swedish Standards 

Institute  
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Mekong River Commisson  

The support 2012 ï 2016, 58  MSEK to several MRC programs.  

Results: 

ÅRegional action plan + national plans 

ÅFlood warning systems 

ÅDialogue and negotiations around  

hydro development in Mekong river 

ÅIncreased capacity and knowledge 

ÅPlan for decentralisation 

New agreement for core  

support 2016-2021 
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ASEAN CSR Network  

Business associationsô network that promotes responsible business in line with UN 

Guiding Principles on Business & Human Rights on regional & national level. 

  

• Good convening power ï AICHR, NHRIs, Oxfam, unions, UN agencies, 

companies and universities  

• Contributed to inclusion of CSR in ASEAN blueprints   

 

ACN and AICHR seminar in Singapore in 

November. The outcome was a Draft  

Strategy for CSR and Human Rights,  

expected to be adopted by ASEAN.  

 



BANGKOK GMS Economic Cooperation Program - Core 

Environment (CEP) and Core Agriculture Support 

Program (CASP) 
Programme support to ADB at 55 MSEK for CEP and 53 MSEK for 

CASP for the period 2012-2017  

Results: 

Å Integration of environmental aspects in GMS investments 

Å Increased environmental commitment 

       - ex. Thailand, China + other donors  

Å Increased capacity among officials and  

      farmers concerning climate friendly  

      agriculture 

Å Pilot projects ï value chains ï  

      farmers ï markets/business 
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ADB Portfolio Guarantee 
 

• Innovative portfolio guarantee scheme: USD 155 million. 

• Freeing up ADB lending: USD 500 million. 

• Increase ADBôs focus on inclusive business/growth and rights perspective. 

• Also supporting ADBôs Inclusive Business Facility: 20 MSEK 2013 ï 2018.  
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RECOFTC – core support 2016 – 2021, 60 MSEK 

Å450 million people in Asia-Pacific dependent on their local forest 
for their livelihood. 

ÅRECOFTC works on local, national and regional levels to enhance 
capacities for stronger rights, improved governance and fairer 
benefits for local people in sustainable forest landscapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅRECOFTC works throughout Asia and the Pacific with country 
program offices in Nepal, Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar, 
Thailand, and Vietnam. 
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Regional Asia Human Rights Capacity 

Development Program - Raoul Wallenberg 

Institute  

New support ”Regional Programme on Human Rights 

and Environment”, 100 MSEK 2017-2021 is under 

preparation. 
 
Working with National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) of the region. 
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Reseach cooperation 

ïEnvironment economy (EEPSEA, SANDEE) 

ïLivestock based farming (MEKARN) 

ïEnvironmental sustainability (SUMERNET/SEI) 

ïHuman Rights ï democracy (SHAPE-SEA) 
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Annual thematic regional workshops 

ÅGender equality ï 2012 

ÅAnti-corruption ï 2013 

ÅEnvironment - HRBA ï 2014  

ÅòPartners in rightsò ï 2015 

ÅòUrgency in Actionò -  

    Climate, Gender and Human Rights ï 2016 

ÅCo-creation across sectors ï 2017 
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Global, regional and bilateral contributions in SA, SEA & the Pacific 
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Thank you 

 

Follow the Embassy of Sweden in Thailand on: 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Instagram 

 


