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The Greater Mekong Subregion
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Core Environment Program and Biodiversity Conservation Corridor Initiative (CEP-BCI)

Background

The Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Core Environment
Program and Biodiversity Conservation Corridor Initiative (CEP-
BCl) is a subregional program facilitated by the Asian
Development Bank, supported by governments of Finland and
Sweden. It aims at mainstreaming environmental considerations
into transport, energy, tourism, and agriculture sectors of the
GMS Economic Cooperation Program. It promotes the
application of development planning tools that integrate
environment into sustainable development. The biodiversity
Conservation Corridors Initiative (BCl) is an innovative approach
combining poverty reduction with biodiversity conservation.

BCl aims at preventing ecosystem fragmentation that will result
from pressures inherent in the economic development along the
GMS economic corridors. Unmitigated fragmentation will
threaten local livelihoods and ecosystem services needed for
sustainable development in the GMS. Six pilot sites have been
established to demonstrate workable defragmentation
approaches.

The Core Environment Program is implemented by the
Environment Operations Center in Bangkok which works in
partnership with GMS governments, local communities,
university networks, development partners and non-
governmental organizations.

Objectives

The goal of the CEP-BCl is to empower GMS countries to
effectively manage their environment and economic
development through enhanced connectivity, improved
competitiveness, and a better sense of community in the
subregion to achieve an overall and sustainable improvement in
people's lives.

This goal will be accomplished by:

*  Ensuring that development strategies and plans for the GMS
economic sectors and corridors are environmentally sound,
economically efficient and socially equitable, and that they
are designed and implemented with the use of up-to-date
design methods and techniques;

*  Establishing sustainable management regimes for restoring
ecological connectivity and integrity in a selected set of
important biodiversity areas;

*  Enabling government institutions to assess their
performance in achieving national environmental targets,
critically review development and planning processes which
threaten progress, and mitigate negative impact of

Results

Pro-environment energy sector development in Viet Nam: The Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) of
Sixth Power Development Plan (2006 — 2015) mainstreamed methodological and
implementation capacity within the Ministry of Industry and Trade;

The Biodiversity Law of Viet Nam passed recently with support from CEP/BCI
captures the regional policy dimensions in Articles 69 and 70. These articles focus
on regional cooperation, exchange of information, coordinating management of
biodiversity corridors across international borders, and participation in
international biodiversity conservation programs. Over 2 million hectares of forest
protected prevent emission of at least 10 million tones of climate change causing
carbon dioxide;

Upscaling of the successful payment for environmental services (PES) policy to
achieve conservation targets in Viet Nam and Cambodia. The work is carried out in
collaboration with USAID, UNESCAP and ASEAN Center for Biodiversity. PES is part
of an emerging policy framework that can provide sustained incomes to local
communities who protect watersheds as well as needed budgets for responsible
government agencies;

Improving connectivity of eco-system at greater landscape level and improving its
biodiversity vitality and ecosystem functioning

- 6 BCl pilot sites established and functional

- Forest connectivity maintained (2.29 mill ha)

- Forest restoration/enrichment (2,429 ha)

Sustainable financing for upscaling and integration of BCl into other initiatives (e.g.
reduced emissions from degradation and deforestation (REDD)) with public/private
sector funding initiated in Thailand ($13.8 mill)

National environmental performance assessments (EPA) under preparation. New
EPA adopters such as Cambodia and Lao PDR intend to use EPA reporting to gauge
both sectoral environmental performance and progress towards national targets
such as Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

Contact details:

Greater Mekong Subregion
Environment Operations Center

23" Floor, The Offices at Central World
999/9 Rama | Road, Patumwan
Bangkok 10330 Thailand

Tel: +66 2207 4444

Fax: +66 2207 4400

Email: info@gms-eoc.org

development activities with relevant policy tools.

*  Secure sustainable financing mechanisms by attributing
proper valuation to ecosystem services and adapting best
available practices (e.g. payment for ecosystem services
(PES).

GMS Environment Operations Center February 2010
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