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National benchmarks for 
SEA

Â1993: Law on Environmental 
Protection requires EIA for strategies, 
long term and short term plans (SPP). 
There was no practice

Â2005: Law on Environmental 
Protection introduces SEA concept and 
provisions 



Key features of Vietnam SEA 
legislation

ÂStrong legal basis for SEA making 
process

ÂShifts responsibility to plan ñownersò

ÂSEAs in Vietnam may cover 
environmental and social effects, 
depending on the choice of SEA 
approach



Legal basis for SEA

1. Law on Environmental Protection (LEP) 
(No. 29/2005/L/CTN)

2. Governmentôs Decree on implementation 
of some Articles in the LEP (No. 
80/2006/ND-CP);

3. MONRE Circular on SEA, EIA and 
Environment protection commitment (No. 
08/2006/TT-BTNMT)

4. MONRE General technical guidelines for 
SEA



Law on Environmental 
Protection (LEP)

Â Determines which SPP need an SEA

Â Gives responsibility for the undertaking SEA 
to agencies that are assigned to formulate 
SPsPts

Â Defines the key issues to be addressed in 
SEA ïthese broadly cover environmental, 
but also some social and economic issues

Â Emphasizes involvement of relevant 
agencies in the SEA review process


