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(I) EIA was established in 1979

ÂEnvironmental Protection Law (Trial)

(1979)

Âthe following environmental laws on

air, water, noise and solid waste

ÂA series of supporting documents on

project EIA
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(II) R-EIA lead the SEA application

Â In 1993, Regional EIA (R-EIA) in China primarily took the

shape of SEA.

Â In 1996̆The Decision of the State Council on some Key

Issues of Environmental Protection, asks Environmental

impact analysis for territorial and resources plansȁurban

and industrial development plans or making momentous

decisions on economic construction or social

development involving industrial structure and

productivity layout

Â the Regulations on the Administration of Construction

Project Environmental Protection issued in 1998, requires

R-EIA
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(II) R-EIA lead the SEA application

Â Some important R-EIA: Yang Pu Economic

Development Zone in Hainan ProvinceȁDaxie

Island Development Zone in Zhejiang Province,

Xigu Industial Development Zone in Gansu

Province ȁ Taizhou Raw Chemical Material

exporting Base in Zhejiang ProvinceȁShanghai

Chemical Industry Development Zone

Â In 2002 ̆ Circular on Strengthening EIA

Supervision of Development Zones
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(III) Establishment of SEA system

ÂEIA Law establishes the Plan & Programs EIA

(P-EIA) system

Â The Decision of the State Council on Implementing

the Outlook on Scientific Development and

Strengthening Environmental Protection issued in

December of 2005 further requires: “Environmental

impact analysis shall be carried out on the decision

making with significant environmental impacts.”
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(I) Two scopes

Â General Plans: the land use plan, and the plans

for the development & utilization of regions, river

basins and sea waters.

Â Special Plans: including industry, agriculture,

animal husbandry, forestry, energy, water

conservancy, transportation, urban construction,

tourism and natural resources development.

Â The specific scope was prescribed by SEPA

jointly with other relevant departments and

submitted to the State Council for ratification.
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(II) Two types of P-EIA documents

Â for General plan & the Derective plan in

special plans: to present a chapter or

statement on environmental impacts.

Â for Special plans: to present an EIA report.
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(III) The organizing of P-EIA

ÂSelf-assessment: The department organizing

the compilation of the plan is in charge of

organizing the compilation of P-EIA document.

ÂP-EIA document compiled by :

— EIA team organized by the department

organizing the compilation of the plan, or

— a professional institute entrusted
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(IV) Time for P-EIA

Â for General plan & the Derective plan in

special plans: EIA shall be carried out

during the period of the plan drafting.

Â for Special plans: EIA shall be carried out

before the submission of the draft plan for

approval.
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(V) Elements included in P-EIA documents

Â The chapter or statement shall include:

ƘAn analysis, prediction and appraisal of the environmental

impacts that might occur if the plan or program is implemented,

ƙThe countermeasures for preventing or mitigating the

unfavorable environmental impacts.

Â EIA report for special plans shall include̔

Ƙ An analysis, prediction and appraisal of the environmental

impacts that might occur if the plan or program is implemented,

ƙThe countermeasures for preventing or mitigating the

unfavorable environmental impacts,

ƚThe conclusion of the P-EIA.
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(VI) Review & approval of P-EIA documents

Â The chapter or statement on environmental impact:

ð as a part of a draft plan

ð shall be submitted together with the plan to the authority

according to law for examination and approval

Â EIA report for special plans:

ð environmental protection depart. or other depart. designated by

the government

ð to summon the representatives of relevant departments and

experts to form a review panel

ð submitted together with the plan to the authority for review and

approval

ð Environmental Protection Sectors at all levels should take the

responsibility of review by the Decision of the State Council in 2005
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(VII) Legal liabilities of related parties

Â the department in charge of drawing up

plans

Â the authority for review and approval of

plans
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(I) Supporting regulations and measures

MEP

Â Regulations on the Review of P-EIA Report for

Special Plans in 2003

Â Measures on the Management of P-EIA Review

Expert Pools in 2003

Â Specific Scope of Plans or Programs in Need of the

complilation of EIA Report & of the Chapter or

Statements for Environmental Impacts (Trial) in July

2004

Â Provisional Measures for Public Participation in EIA in

February 2006
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(I) Supporting regulations and measures

Â The Regulations on P-EIA was submitted to

the State Council for review on December,

2006 and is waiting for approval.

Â About 13 provinces or municipalities have

issued the administrative regulations or

government documents on P-EIA.
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(II) Demonstration projects on P-EIA

ÂIn 2006, Experimental Works of SEA

Nationwide:

Â10 typical administrative regions

Â3 key industries

Â10 major special plans
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(III) Facilitate P-EIA in key fields

ÂRail transport

ÂExpressway network

ÂCoal mines

ÂPort

ÂEconomic development zones
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(IV) Strengthened capacity building

Â Recommended P-EIA compiling institutes: 4 lists of

317 recommended units

Â Advisory Commission of SEA: 39 members in 2007

Â Textbook of SEA cases

Â Training courses for the officials and professionals:

352 officials and 1127 professionals

Â P-EIA technical guidances for relevant industries
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(V) Major difficulties in P-EIA

ÂTechnical foundation

ÂFinancing and time

Â Information

ÂDiscretion and support of stakeholders

ÂPublic participation
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(I) Accelerate SEA legislation 

ÂPromulgate the Regulations on P-EIA as

soon as possible

ÂMake suggestions on the implementation

of Environmental impact analysis for

decision making with significant impacts

on the environment

ÂOrganize the amendment of EIA Law
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(II) Deepen P-EIA demonstration work

Â Focus on key areas and industries:

Â Participate in macro-level decision making:

— take part in the national productivity arrangement and

development plan, such as Nationwide Strategic Plan on Increasing

100 billion Food Throughput(2009-2020)

Â Promote SEA on Key Development Region:

— the Economic Zone Encircling Bohai Bayȁthe West-bank

Economic Zone of Taiwan StraitȁEconomic Zone of China

Northern GulfȁEconomic Zone of Chengdu and Chongqing ȁ

Energy and Chemical Intensive Zone at the middle and upper

reaches of the Yellow River
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(III) Enhance capacity building in SEA

Â Expedite the development of technical

guidance on P-EIA for key fields and

industries

Â Training of SEA professionals and officials

Â Strengthen international communications

and cooperation

Â Establish several national SEA research

centers
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