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Intercontinental Hotel, Hanoi

1. Objectives

The workshop aims to discuss the main lessons learnt in emerging systems of strategic
environmental assessment (SEA) in selected East Asia and Pacific (EAP) countries.

2. Background

In June 2008, the World Bank commissioned a study to map the recent progress with the
establishment of evolving SEA systems and practice in selected East Asia and Pacific (EAP) countries.
This study focuses on evolving SEA system and practice in China, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Thailand and Philippines. It found out that the pace of SEA development in the EAP region in the past
3 years in many ways resembles early developments of SEA systems in the European Union before
the passage of the SEA Directive in 2001.

China and Vietnam belong among the first countries in the EAP Region with already developed SEA
systems that focus mainly on environmental concerns. In Indonesia, the expected passage of
Presidential Decree on SEA and Guidelines on SEA in November 2008 will provide an ambitious
framework for application of sustainability-led SEAs in various planning domains. Malaysia is also
rapidly developing its sustainability-oriented SEA system and the Economic Planning Unit in the
Prime Ministers Office is expected to issue a paper on undertaking SEA for by the end of 2008.
Thailand and Philippines have developed basic proposals for SEA frameworks that await formal
adoption. Lao PDR, Cambodia and Fiji have undertaken first SEA pilot projects that tested and
demonstrated benefits of SEA in their respective decision-making systems.

The EAP region is at the same time one of the fastest growing economies of the world and this rapid
pace of development poses unique challenges to mainstreaming environment into decision making.
SEA systems in the Region must be therefore geared-up to fluid and dynamic planning cycles, highly
compartmentalized administrative responsibilities, and increasing decentralization and devolution of
decision making. These factors generally limit the cross-sector and inter-institutional coordination
and they need to be properly considered when developing SEA systems.

Unique features of the planning systems and administrative arrangements, combined with specific

environmental assessment traditions and approaches to stakeholder engagement in decision making,

may therefore result in regionally-specific operational principles for the actual use of SEA in the EAP

Region. To be successful, SEA practice in the EAP region appears to require:

e Greater ownership of SEA by planning authorities and increased use of SEA as a planning-support
tool;

e Gradual integration of SEA into decision-making that respects the specific features of planning
processes and facilitates undertaking of SEA whenever a suitable window of opportunity for
application arises;



e Using SEA for analyzing environmental and social concerns and encouraging gradual inclusion of
economic issues into assessment frameworks;

e Greater use of simple and participatory assessment techniques that can operate even in
situations of significant data gaps;

e Using SEA to provide recommendations on enhancing institutional capacities for management of
significant side-effects of ongoing and proposed developments; and

e Facilitation of thorough inter-institutional consultations during SEAs and gradual step-by-step
improvements in the overall transparency of SEA processes to the public.

3. Workshop Participants

Despite the significant recent developments of SEA system, no country in the EAP Region has been
reported to have sufficient institutional and human capacities for managing a wide application of
SEA. The workshop will address this issue by providing opportunity for exchange of experience
among invited EAP countries.

Workshop has been designed to facilitate discussion among senior officials in charge of SEA and SEA
practitioners from the following countries:

e Cambodia

e China

e Indonesia

e Malaysia

e Lao PDR
e Philippines
e Thailand

e Viet Nam

4. Workshop approach

The workshop will be held as one-day back-to-back event to a large workshop ‘Experience with
development of SEA system in Vietnam’ which is organized by the Vietnam Ministry of Environment
and Natural Resources, Ministry of Planning and Investment and the OECD/DAC Task Team on SEA in
Hanoi on December 3.

The regional WBI-EOC workshop will take place on December 4. It will provide an opportunity for
focused discussions on SEA country overviews and selected SEA case examples from Cambodia,
China, Fiji, Indonesia, Malaysia, Lao PDR, Philippines and Thailand. The workshop will be concluded
by a facilitated discussion on priorities for future support to ongoing evolution of SEA systems in the
EAP Region.

5. Tentative agenda

December 3

Workshop participants will attend one-day workshop on ‘Experience with development of SEA
system in Vietnam’ (see annex to this briefing note).



December 4:

Session on key SEA developments in the selected EAP countries

08:15 Opening and introduction to the workshop Allan Rotman and Pavit Ramachandran
08:45 Introduction to the WB study on SEA systems in the | Jiri Dusik
EAP Region
09:00 Presentations on SEA systems by country 10 min presentation by each country
delegations addressing the following issues:
1. Cambodia e  Policy commitments to SEA
2. China e  Regulatory framework
3. Indonesia e Key pilot projects
4. Malaysia e Main lessons learnt
5. LaoPDR
6.  Philippines followed by 5 minutes for Q/A
7. Thailand
Presentations will complement country
Optional: Fiji overviews in the ongoing World Bank
study. The presenters will be asked to
highlight key points and to provide
supplementary information which was not
included in country overviews.
10:30 Tea break
11:00 Parallel sessions on selected SEA case studies in the | 10 min presentation on each case
region addressing the following issues:
e Approach and methodology
Stream A: SEA examples for sector PPPs e Links with decision-making
e Cambodia: Strategic Environmental e Main lessons learnt
Assessment of the Tourism Sector (2008)
e China: Strategic Environmental Assessment for | followed by 5 minutes for Q/A
Hubei Road Network Plan (2008)
Presentation should be very brief since we
Stream B: SEAs examples for integrated PPPs will have the case overviews from the
e China: Preliminary SEA of the Great Western study for Jian Xie. The presenters will be
Development Strategy asked to highlight key points and to focus
¢ Indonesia: SEA for Spatial Planning in Papua on supplementary information which was
Province (2008) not included in the case overviews.
12:15 Lunch

Session on Practical lessons from SEA application in the region

13:45

Opening presentation for the session

Juan Quintero

14:00

Session on the following cross-cutting issues for

SEA practice in the Region

1. How should SEA systems link with decision-
making? Should SEA be modeled on the basis of
EIA and used as a tool for 'soft environmental
permitting of plans’; or should it more flexibly
applied as a tool for 'considering sustainability
concerns’ during elaboration of the plans?

2. What issues should be normally addressed in
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the SEAs in the Region? Should SEA be used to
analyze mainly biophysical environmental
implications; or should it include also social and
economic implications?

3. Should SEAs in the Region be used to improve
administrative arrangements for integration of
environmental issues in development planning?
Should SEAs assess mainly impacts of proposed
developments or also consider adequacy of
institutional frameworks for managing these
proposed developments?

4.  What are the most promising analytical
approaches for conducting SEA in the EAP?
How can various methods be applied in frequent
absence of reliable data?

5. How to facilitate engagement of key
stakeholders and transparency of the SEA
process?

6. What are the most effective ways for
supporting developments of SEA systems in the
EAP countries and for stimulating regional
cooperation on SEA issues in the Region?

15:30 Tea break
16:00 Reporting back and discussion on future priorities Facilitated by Jiri Dusik and Barry Sadler,
Priorities for regional cooperation Director of new Global Study on
Recommendations to donor agencies Effectiveness of Environmental
Assessments
17:30 End of the workshop




Annex 1:
Workshop on eperience with development of SEA system in Vietham

Co-hosted by:
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE), Viet Nam
Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI), Viet Nam
OEC DAC Environet Task Team on SEA
Danida, GTZ and World Bank Institute

Intercontinental Hotel, Hanoi
3 December 2008

1. Objectives

The workshop aims to discuss the main lessons learnt during introduction of strategic environmental
assessment (SEA) in Vietnam.

2. Background

Vietnamese SEA system was established through comprehensive SEA requirements in the 2005 Law
on Environment Protection. This law requires SEA to be undertaken by planning authorities as an
integral part of elaboration of a wide range of strategies and plans at national, inter-provincial and
provincial levels.

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE) has issued decree and circulars that
stipulate detailed procedural details and it encouraged sector agencies to develop their own
guidance for SEA application in their sectors. In order to support uptake of SEA, MONRE has also
established a mechanism for donor-coordination on SEA matters. Donors are therefore particularly
active in this area.

Sida for instance assisted in the development of MONRE General Technical Guidelines for SEA and
provided resources for SEA awareness raising and an extensive pilot testing of SEA in land-use
planning and socio-economic planning and industrial planning.

GTZ and SDC sponsored a national programme for training of SEA trainers from various sectors and
also provincial & local pilot SEA projects. ADB and Danida support SEA pilot testing and elaboration of
specific SEA guidelines in key ministries responsible for hydropower planning; construction and urban
development; investment planning; rural development; and fisheries.

The SEA knowledge and experience is being gradually developed through these programmes,
however further capacity building will be important for at least next 2-3 years.

3. Participants

The workshop is prepared for an anticipated number of 120 participants

e 80 participants from Vietnam

e 20 participants from the EAP region,

e 10 participants of the OECD/DAC Task Team on SEA

e 10 representatives of donor programmes with SEA elements in the EAP Region



4. Draft Workshop Agenda

08: 00 Registration of participants
08:30 Opening remarks by OECD DAC Task Team on SEA
08:45 Welcome by MONRE senior official
09:00 Presentation on wider context for integrating emronmental and sustainability concerns
into development planning in Vietnam by MPI senior official
09:15 Recent lessons learnt with application of SEA in developing count(ig®sentation by the
OECD/DAC Task Team on SEA)
10:00 Tea break
10:30 Development of SEA system in Vietham
e Introductory presentation: Legal framework, guidance, donor coordination and
coordination with other sectors (MONRE)
e Joint donor programme on SEA capacity development in Vietnam (SDC/ GTZ/Sida)
¢ Introducing SEA into sectors: Lessons from Ministry of Construction (MOC/Danida)
12:00 Workshop photograph
Lunch
13:30 Parallel sessions on sharing lessons learnt from key SEA pilot projects in Vietham
Session A. SEAs of Socio-Economic Development Plans (chaired by Mr. Le Hoai Nam)
e SEA for Socio-Economic Development Plans in buffer zone of Tam Dao National Park
(GTZ)
e SEA for Socio-Economic Development Master Plan for Gulf of Tonkin (Sida/SEMLA)
Session B. SEAs of Hydropower Development Plans (chaired by Mr. Per Bertilsson)
e SEA of the Quang Nam Hydropower Development Plan (Jeremy Carew Reid, ICEM)
e SEA for Sustainable Hydropower Development in Vietnam (Pavit Ramachandran, ADB
GMS EOQ)
15:00 Tea break
15:30 Synthesis debate on key lessons learnt

Feedback by rapporteurs on the parallel sessions
Feedback by Jiri Dusik, David Annandale, Pavit Ramachandran and & Barry Sadler
Facilitated discussion

17:00

End of workshop




